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SECTION  I 

OPERATION  -  SDKIFICANT  ACTIVITIES 


A.  (C)  REORGANIZATION l 

1.  Reorganisation  to  the  airmobile  configuration  was  completed 
during  this  reporting  period.  The  following  units  arrived  or  were 
reorganised . 

2.  The  two  remaining  battories,  B  &  C,  of  the  4th  Battalion* 

77th  Artillery  (ARA)  arrived  in  April  and  Larch  respectively  at  Camp 
Eagle*  and  completed  their  in -country  orientation,  and  were  committed 
into  combat. 


3.  The  158th  Assault  Helicopter  Battalion  completed  its 
movement  from  CONUS  with  the  arrival  of  Headquarters  and  Headquarters 
Compary,  Ca.ipany  A,  and  Company  D  in  March.  Company  B  and  Company  C 
arrived  in  February. 


4.  The  2d  Squadron*  l?th  Cavalry  was  reorganised  into  the 

air  cavalry  squadron  concept.  Troope  A  and  B  were  combined  to  form 
the  present  ground  troop— Troop  D.  The  personnel  were  transferred 
within  the  Division  and  excess  equipment  ’-'as  turned  in.  The  organic 
three  air  cavalry  troops  arrivsd  from  COM3  and  an  infusion  program 
with  the  1st  Aviation  Brigade  was  begun.  In-country  orientation  and 
training  was  accomplished  in  conjunction  with  the  Americal  Division 
and  with  the  160th  Aviation  Group. 

5.  In  February  Company  F,  58th  Infantry  (LRRP)  was  inactivated 
and  reactivated  as  Ccnpany  L  (Ranger)*  75th  Infantry. 

B,  (C)  OPERATION  i 


1.  Operation  NEVADA  EAGIE*  which  started  on  1?  May  1969,  was 
brought  to  a  successful  close  on  28  February  1969.  This  nine  month 
operation  was  targeted  against-  eliminating  the  local  force  units  and 
the  Viet  Cong  Infrastructure  in  the  lowlands,  and  main  force  and  North  ' 
Vietnamese  Amy  units  in  the  mountainous  regions  of  Thua  Thlen  IVovince. 
The  pr  imary  objectives  wore  to  deny  the  mail  force  and  NVA  units 
access  to  the  population  centers  and  provide  an  environment  favorable 
for  the  imp!  stn entat ion  of  the  Government  of  Vietnam's  pacification 
program  in  the  lowlands.  The  evidence  of  the  Division's  success 
is  the  couplet e  lack  of  enemy  activity  in  and  around  the  City  of  Hue 
during  the  1969  TET  Sear  on.  (See  Incloeure  3*  Letter  of  Commendation 
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fran  General  Cao  Van  Vien,  Jo!  vh  General  Staff,  Republic  of  Vietnam 
Armed  Forces. ) 

2,  During  this  reporting  .-'oriod  the  Division  continued  its 
policy  that  all  comhat  operate  'ns  would  be  conducted  in  coordination 
\nd  cooperation  with  the  1st  A.  /N  Division  conmnded  by  Major  General 
rroung  and  the  Province  Force:  -f  Colonel  Thanh. 

3.  The  chronological  sequ,  nee  of  combat  operations  for  the 
period  1  February  -  30  April  1/69  is  as  follows  * 

a.  Operation  PLATTE  CANYOT  (5  January  -  5  February  1969)  was  conducted 
by  elonents  of  the  2d  Bfu  talic,  502  Infant ~y,  end  1st  and  2d  Battalions, 
327  Infantry,  in  addition  to  e  cments  of  th  :  ARVI.'  7th  ACAV  Tp.sk  Force 
(HQ/Scout  Section,  1^-7  Tank  Co  (-),  2-7  ACA'f  Troop)  and  54th  ARVN 
Regiment  (1-54  (6-9  January),  3-54  (9  January  -  5  February)).  Intelligence 
obtained  prior  to  the  operation  indicated  that  contact  with  the  enemy 
would  be  substantial  as  the  eneny  would  attempt  to  defend  his  rear 
supply  and  staging  areas  in  the  Ruang-Ruong  Valley.  Fire  bases 
DAGGER  and  (TITLE'S  were  constructed  to  give  artillery  support  to 
the  later  conbat  assaults  and  reconnaissance  in  lores  operations  in 
the  Rueng-Ruong  ard  Elephant  Valleys  against  elements  of  the  4th  NVA 
Regiment.  Moderate  eneny  contact  was  experienced,  but  in  most 
instances  the  enemy  elected  to  retreat  and  avoid  substantial  contact," 

In  addition  to  reconnaissance  in  force  operations  try  company  elements, 
the  reconnaissance  platoon  pvatrolled  the  areA  of  operations  and  discovered 
and  destroyed  a  large  cache  and  staging  area.  The  maneuver  elements 
successfully  accomplished  their  assigned  mission  of  securing  population 
centers  and  key  installations  along  OL-1,  and  ir  doinr  so  killed 
or  captured  a  substantial  number  of  the  Ideal  V:".--t  Ceng  Infrastructure 
members  in  the  assigned  area  of  operation.  When  the  operation  concluded 
on  5  February  enemy  locuen  wave:  80  VCAlVA  kille:'.,  10  prisoners  of 
war,  and  72  individual  mid  1  crew-served  weapons  captured,  in  addition 
to  a  large  quantity  of  eneny  materiel.  Friendly  forces  suffered  10 
killed  and  19  wounded. 

b-  Operation  SHERMAN  ffiAK  (24  January  —  9  February  1969)  was 
launched  by  the  1st  Battalion,  502  Infantry,  D  Company,  1st  Battalion, 

501  Infantry ,  and  the  3/3  AR7N  Regiment,  Intelligence  information 
(SLar,  Sniffer  and  VR  missions)  indicated  that  enemy  activity 
had  increas id,  and  that  the  er.any  was  moving  personnel  and  equipment 
from  rear  staging  areas  in  the  A  Shau  Valley  in  a  northerly  direction 
along  H ighviay  547A,  and  the  Rao  Mai  River  into  areas  near  FSB  VBGHEL 
(YD  551030),  Working  in  conjunction  with  the  3/3  ARVN  Regiment,  the 
1st  Bcr.talicn,  502  Infantry  Task  Force  conducted  rapid  combat  assaults 
and  reconnaissance  in  force  operations  in  the  vicinity  of  FSB  VEGKEL 
to  locate  ard  destroy  enemy  forces,  installations,  prevent  enemy 
infiltration  along  Highways  547  and  547A,  and  provide  protection  for 
engineer  reconnaissance  teams  along  Highways  547  and  547A.  The 


2 


Incl 


a 

i 


AVTO-GC 

SUBJECT  t  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  101st  Airborne 

Division  for  Period  Ending  30  April  1969  RCS  C3FGR-65  (Rl)  (U) 

operation  concluded  on  9  February  with  the  combined  forces  making 
little  contact  with  enemy  elemental  results  were:  1  KVA  KIA,  and 
a  large  munitions  cache  discovered  and  destroyed. 


c.  Operation  OHIO  RAPIE6  (24  January  -  28  February  1969)  wa# 
conducted  by  elements  of  the  1st  and  2d  Battalions,  506  Infantry, 
and  3d  Battalion,  187  Infantry,  in  addition  to  elements  (Companies  1, 

2,  4  with  FO  party,  and  the  Reoomaissanoe  Company)  of  the  1st  ARVN 
Regiment.  The  Allied  Forces  combined  to  strike  deep  into  suspected 
base  areas  of  the  6th  NVA  Regiment  to  engage  and  destroy  their  security 
forces,  cache  materials,  and  base  camp  areas.  Enemy  contact  for  the 
first  several  days  of  the  operation  was  light  and  fleeting,  ranging 
from  trail  watchers  and  snipers  to  an  estimated  reinforced  squrd 
defending  fortified  positions.  The  enemy  appeared  to  bo  employing 
delaying  tactice  to  allow  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  main  eleven: s  t6 
tha  North' into  Base  Area  101  and  westward  deeper  into  the  mountains. 
Therefore,  the  maneuver  forces  were  directed  to  continue  the  pursuit 
North  of  the  Ngon  O’ I*u  River  to  destroy  the  fleeting  enemy  and  to 
insure  that  the  enemy  had  not  in  fact  relocated  in  Base  Area  101 
since  Operation  TODD  F CREST  (31  December  -  13  January),  in  preparation 
for  a  new  TET  offensive.  In  the  course  of  the  operation  several  combat 
assaults  and  reconnaissance  in  farce  operations  woro  conducted  throughout 
the  suspected  enemy  infested  areas  resulting  in  the  discovery  and 
destruction  of  the  6th  NVA  Regimental  Command  Post,  The  sum  effect 

of  the  operation  was  the  disruption  of  any  6th  NVA  Regiment  plans  to 
launch  offensive  operations  during  the  TET  Season,  forcing  them  to 
disperse  and  relocate,  and  preventing  them  from  deploying  forces  forward 
for  attacks  into  the  lowlands.  Enemy  losses  were  heavy  »3  the  figures 
were  totaled  following  the  completion  of  the  operation  on  28  February: 
102  NVA Ac  were  killed,  5  prisoners  were  captured,  in  addition  *0  73 
individual  and  15  crew-served  weapons.  Friendly  losses  wore  light— 

6  US  KIA  and  6  ARVN  KIA. 

d.  Operation  NEVADA  EAGLE  (17  May  1968  -  28  February  1969).  th6 
Division-wide  operation,  terminated  on  28  February  due  to  t.he  initiation 
of  a  new  Division  operation—  KENTUOCY  JUKKR.  Throughout  the  month 

of  February  reconnaissance  in  force  operations,  and  extensive  night 
embus  has  were  conducted  in  the  coastal  plains,  enemy  base  area3,  and 
the  rocket  belt  in  the  vicinity  of  Nui  Ke,  These  operations  Were  aimed 
at  preventing  enemy  movement  and  hindering  his  capability  to  position 
his  forces  and  materiel  in  sufficient  quantity  to  launch  a  second  TET 
offensive  in  Thua  Thies.  Province,  Enemy  loeses  for  the  operation  are 
categorised  as  follows: 


(1)  KIA  (BC)  1384  NVAA915  VC 

(2)  Captured  55  NVAA98  VC 

(3)  Hoi  Chanh  714 
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(4)  Weapons  Captured  3702 

(5)  Rice  667,9  tons 

(6)  Friendly  losses: 

(a)  205  US  KIA 

(b)  1822  US  WIA  (1357  evac) 

(7)  Body  to  weapons  ratio  (enemy)  3299/2702  (li  1.15) 

(8)  Enemy  to  friendly  killed  ratio  3299/205  (17 t  1) 

e.  Operation  SPCKANE  RAPHE  (20  February  -  3  March' 1969)  nas 
conducted  b7  elements  of  the  2d  Battalion,  502  Infantry,  3d  Battalion, 

107  Infantry  (OPCOH  to  1st  Brigade)  and  supporting  artillery.  Intelligence 
obtained  prior  to  the  initiation  of  the  operation  indicated  that 
elements  of  the  5th  NVA  Regiment  wore  locate^  in  th8  Nam  Hoa  area; 

They  were  using  the  area  as  a  rear  support  base  to  cache  supplies,  and 
the  Ta  Trach  and  Rao  Nai  Rivers  as  lines  of  communication  to  resupply 
their  combat  eloments  in  the  forward  areas.  It  was  bel-eved  the 
enemy  would  v.'ithdraw,  employing  delaying  tactics,  to  tha  A  Shau  and 
Ruang-Ruong  Valleys  rather  than  defend  his  base  areas,  "he  2d  Battalion, 
502  Infantry  was  to  secure  FSB  NCRMANDY,  construct  and  secure  FSB  SPEAR 
utilizing  the  accelerated  fire  support  base  construction  concept; 
thereafter  conduct  reconnaissance  in  force  operations  jn  conjunction 
with  the  3d  Battalion,  187  Infantry  in  their  respective  area  of 
operations  to  locate  and  destroy  enemy  base  areas  and  caches;  locate 
and  interdict  enemy  lines  of  communication,  and  fix  and  destroy  enemy 
troop  concentrations.  Inclement  weather  slowed  constmst ion  of  FSB  ' 

SPEAR  and  the  combat  assaults  of  the  maneuver  farces  for  sever  al  dayB. 

Chco  in  the  area  the  maneuver  elements  encountered  limited  enery 
contact  and  were  extracted  on  3  March  1969.  Enemy  personnel  losses 
during  the  operation  were:  9  KIA,  and  2  wounded.  Friendly  losses 
were  3  killed,  and  11  wounded, 

f.  Operation  KENTUCKY  JIMIER  (1  March  1969  -  continuing)  —  a 
Division-wide  operation— was  initiated  at  the  termination  of  Operation 
NEVADA  EAGLE.  The  primary  missions  of  the  operation  are:  to  interdict 
enemy  base  areas  and  infiltration  routes;  to  seek  out  and  destroy  the 
NVa/VC  forces,:  to  detect,  capture  or  destroy  local  Viet  Cong 
Infrastructure  and  their  sympathizers!  and  to  disrupt  the  routes  of 
Bupply  between  the  rice  producing  lowlands  and  the  mountain  base  areas. 

In  addition  the  101st  Airborne  Division  in  cooperation  and  coordination 
with  the  1st  ARVN  Division  and  Government  of  Vietnam  agencies  will 
conduct  combira  d  operations  throughout  Thua  Thien  Province  to  increase 
the  effectiveness  of  the  ARVN  Forces  and  to  maintain  the  favorable 
environment  for  the  Government  of  Vietnam^  overall  pacification  plan. 
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g.  Operation  MASSACHUSETTS  STRKOl  (l  March  -  continuing). 

In  February  intelligence  had  indicated  an  increuso  in  the  enemy  activity 
in  the  southern  A  Shau  Valley,  This  activity  included  road,  bunker, 
and  way  station  construction  and  in  addition  three  NVA  battalions 
were  identified  in  the  area.  Construction  was  begun  on  two  fire 
bases  —  FURY  and  VJHIP—  on  the  edge  of  the  valley,  but  poor' weather 
conditions  made  it  ioposaiblo  to  conduct  airtobile  assaults;  As  a 
diversion  when  the  weather  cleared  C  Company,  1st  Battalion,  502 
Infantry  wa*-  air  assaulted  inf  o  FSB  VBGHEL  and  Immediately  gained 
contact,  killing  fourteen  NVA.  Subsequent  air  assaults' of  the 
1st  Battalion,  502  Infantry,  2d  Battalion, '  501  Infantry,  2d  Battalion, 
327  Infantry  (OPCON  to  2d  Brigade  22  March,  later  replaced  by' 1st 
Eattrlion,  501  Infantry  (15  April)),  and  2d  and  3d  Battalions,  3d 
AHVN  Regiment,  brining  the  total  number  of  unite  on  the  groun-’  to 
five  battalions.  Ccsnbat  assaults  and  reconnaissance  in  force 
operations  indicated  the  enemy  was  delaying  and  moving  his  units 
back  into  Iaob.  Reaction  to  a  captured  docunent  resulted  in  the 
discovery  of  one  of  the  largest  caches  to  date  in  the  101st  Airborne 
Division's  area  of  operation.  Results  as  of  30  Ap^il  nrc  as 
follows : 

(1)  KIA  170 

(2)  IW  2 

(?)  Hoi  Chanh  1 

(i. )  Weapons : 

(a)  ETC  £37 

(b)  CSWC  33 

(5)  SA  Anno  184,148 

(6)  CS  Anmo: 

(a)  60trm  rda  3,001 

(b)  82ma  rda  1,253 

(c)  RFG  rds  1,301 

((’.)  Other  19,216 

(  )  Grain  (lbs)  10,985 

(8)  Demo  (lbs)  861 

(9)  Vehicles  25 
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h.  Operation  BRISTOL  BOUT?  (25  April  1969  -  continuing).  Intelligence 
data  gained  prior  to' the  initiation  of  the  opfcration  indicated  increased 
enemy  troop  movement ,  stockpiling  of  material,  and  a  maftelng  of  heavy 
weapons  in  the  Rucng-Rucng  Valley  and  surrounding  areas.  The  primary 
mission  of' the  units  involved—  2d  Battalion,  327  Infantry*  3d  Squadron, 

>  ACAV  (-),  C  Company,  2-34  Armor,  and  1st  Battalion,  56th  ARVN  Regiment  — 
was  to  conduct  airmobile  and  armored  cavalry  operations  into  the  Rueng- 
Ruong  Valley  to  seek  out  and  destroy  eneey  units  and  materiel. 

i.  Night  operations  throughout  the  coastal  plains  included 
ambushes  and  night  petrols.  Ambushes  ware  initiated  along  suspected 
enemy  lines  of  communication,  thus  severely  tampering  the  enemy's  attempts 
to  gather  food  from  the  heavily  populated  lcrfflanda,  A  noteworthy 
example  wan  an  ambush  conducted  by  C  Ccmpary,  2d  Battalion,  327  Infantry 
rf  an  enemy  rice-gathering  party  on  4  February  in  the  eastern  portion 

of  Thu  Loc  District.  After  initiating  the  ambush  the  men  of  Company  C 
pursued,  searched,  and  hunted  down  the  fleeing  enany  in  the  darkness 
killing  eleven  and  capturing  two. 


4.  Enc  --  losnss  during  the  reporting  period: 

Amo 


KIA 

i’i 

IWC 

C.IJC 

RICE  -  TONS 

DOC  - 

LBS  SA 

CS 

VCI 

FEB 

124 

8 

111 

10 

9.2 

5.5 

17,194 

2,584 

92 

MAR 

200 

16 

129 

15 

2.7 

34.3 

41,368 

7,570 

64 

APR 

m 

888 

iil 

31.8 

61.0 

TOTAL 

527 

29 

1,138 

1 

43.7 

100. 0 

61", 510 

75,806 

210 

5.  Friendly  l.'sses  iv.-in,  the  reporting  peri :d  were: 

a.  KIA  114 

b.  WIA  546  (367  evnc) 


6,  The  figures  in  paragraphs  4  and  5  above  are  the  results 

of  the  actions  by  tie  101 st  Airborne  Division  alone  and  do  not  include 
casualties  inflicted  by  Republic  of  Vietnam  Forces  In  combined  operations. 

7.  CD  Air  activities  for  the  months  of  February,  March  and  April 
1969  included: 


February 

March 

April 

Sub-Total 

Preplenned  Sorties 

98 

145 

204 

447 

Immediate a 

27 

61 

107 

295 

6 


Vi 
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February  t'srch  Atril 


Combat  Sky  Spots  134 
^  lore  ships  10 


Total  Sort lea 


?\fe-Tftgl 


1,275 


a.  B-52  Mission*,  There  were  thirteen  (13)  ARC  LIGHT  strikes  within 
Thus  Thien  Province  during  the  three  month  period, 

b.  Commando  Vault.  During  the  months  of  March  and  April  the  lDlet 
Airborne  Division  dropped  fifteen  (15/  10,000  pound  bathe  in  support 
of  the  Fire  Base  Construction  Program,  Three  of  these  targets  are  now 
rctive  fire'baaes.  The  remainder  are  scheduled  to  be  utilized  in  the 
near  future. 

C.  (C)  TRAINING: 

1,  A  DJ vision  Mobile  Training  Team  conducted  classes  on 
bridge  defense  for  uhe  RF/jFF  forces  protecting  thb  bridges  along 
QL-1  commencing  14  April  and  presently  continuing.  The  training 
consisted  of  employment  of  fougasse,  construction  of  bunkers,  and 
methods  of  static  bridge  protection  with  the  objective  of  upgrading 
the  bridge  security  measures. 

*  — 

2,  A  Reciprocal  Mobile  Training  Team  from  the  2  Battalion,  506 

Trfantry  was  tasked  to  conduct  formal  instruction  on  the  use  of 
ids  Starlight  Scope  to  the  1st  AHVN  Division,  Tho  training  war 
conducted  at  the  Van  Thanh  Training  Center  (Hue)  frcm  7  19  April. 

This  program  was  extremely  successful  and  the  2d  Regiment,  1st  ARVN 
Division  is  employing  the  Starlight  effectively  ?_n  ambushes  along 
the  Demilitarized  Zone. 

jr  An  extensive  training  program  was  implemented  for  the  newly 
arrived  aviation  unite.  The  collate  training  cycle,  conducted  by 
the  101st  Aviation  Battalion  resulted  in  one  hundbed  and  thirty  (130) 
158th  AHB  aviators  receiving  28C0  hours  flight  tine  with  insti  rotor' 
pilots  and  aircraft  ccmnuniert  of  the  101st  AHB.  This  training  also 
included  armed  helicopter  training  in  both  the,  IH-1B  and  AH-1G, 

4,  The  Division  Air  nobility  School  under  the  auspices  of  the 
160th  Aviaticn  Group  was  conducted  twice  during  the  reporting  period; 
cne  from  14  -  15 'February  with  32  students  and  one  from  3-4  April 
vdtn  2L  etudente.  This  school  is  to  aquaint  pereomel  from  Command 
end  key  staff  positions'  in  the  standing  oper&ting  procedures  of  the 
10 1st  Airborne  Division, 

5.  Formal  schooling  of  aviation  mechanics  and  aviators  was 
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as  follow  t 

course  MMaat  cp  iSRsam 


HH-6A  Pilot  Transition 

10 

AH-1G  Pilot  Transition 

28 

f-53-L-i3  Engine 

27 

CfH7  fiigine 

20 

Aircraft  Armament 

16 

Jingle  Bhvironment 

10 

AH-1G  Airframe 

22 

0H-6A  Airframe 

15 

UH-1H  Airframe 

15 

CH-47  Airframe 

12 

Tech  Supply 

12 

T-63  Engine 

16 

6,  The  Screaming  Bagla  Replacement  Training  School  at  Bien 

Hoa  continued  during  the  reporting  period.  This  school  has  a  two-fold 
mission;  to  orient  neidLy  arrived  personnel  throuph  a  five  day  training 
cycle,  and  to  conduct  a  combat  leadership  course  for  junior  non¬ 
commissioned  officers. 

7.  During  the  month  of ’April  the  2-17th  Cavalry  conducted 

an  aviator  training  program.  This  program  Included  safety  briefings, 
in-country  check  rides  and  bores ighting  and  test  firing  the  organic 
weapons  systems.  Special  training  for  the  new  aero  rifle  platoon 
consisted  of  rappel  training,  snatch  missions,  and  McGuire  rig 
training.  Each  aero  rifle  platoon  was  given  combat  experience  by 
performing  dismounted  operations  while  attached  for  fou-  days  to  an 
infantry  battalion* 

8.  The  reciprocal  mobile  training  with  the  ARVN  forces 

in  Thus  Thien  Sector  continues*  ’All  brigades  participated  with 
enphasis  on  heliborne  operations.  Subjects  included  cflmbat  assault, 
actions  on  landing  sons  end  pickup  zone,  sling  loading,  fire  support 
planning  and  ccmbr.t  logistical  support  planning.  The  classes  have 
teen  ext  remedy  effective;  ARVN  forces  are  now  conducting  their  own’ 
airmobile  assaults  with  the  only  Divisiort  support  being  .Are  ari.vtion 
assets  and  a  coanand  and  control  element. 

9,  Sigcty-two  personnel  from  the  Division  attended  the  twenty»-one 
day  Scout  /Sniper  course  conducted  by  the  9th  Infantry  Division  at 
IXM5  TAM,  Following  the  canplrtion  of  the  training  the  teams  vmrA 
successfully  enployed  throughout  the  Division^  area  of  operation, 

D.  (C)  CHEMICAL* 

1.  Chemical  Operations* 
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a,  During  February,  liaroh,  and  April  the  10 let  Airborne  Divieion 
Chemical  Section  in  conjunction  with  the  20th  Chenical  Detachment  and 
the  10th  Chemical  Platoon  continued  its  program  of  chemical  combat 
support. 

b,  Due  to  the  extensive  construction  of  new  fire  bases,  it  became 
necossnry  to' send  fougasse  teems  to  the  fire  baeco  whilo  they  were  under 
constirctlon,  The  teams  were  air 'lifted  with  neosseary  materials 
direct’  y  to  the  construction  site*  They  installed  the  fougasse  and  upon 
completion  of  the  mlseio.u  were  again  air  lifted  back  to  the  Division 
base  camp, 

c,  Cn  20  March,  a  request  was  received  from  the  1st  Brigade  to 
employ  pors  latent  RCA  C5-1  along  the  coast  vicinity  (AU  9109)  in 

a  reported  NVA/VC  stronghold.  The  CS  (168  drone)  »*e  employed  in 
conjunction  with  naval  gun  fire  from  the  USS  Goldsboro  and'155mn 
howitcrr  artillery  fire.  As  the  CS-1  wae  placed  on  target,  contact 
was  made  with  the  artillery  FO  and  he  directed  firs  Into  the  area  to 
take  advantage  of  the  CS-1  forcing  the  WaAC  out  fcf  thsir  bunkers. 

The  naval  gunfire  FO  reported  four  caves  destroyed,  six  oaves  damaged, 
tyro  s^.ooixlary  fires  and  one  automatic  weapons  position  silenced. 

2,  New  Chemical  Items: 

a  The  Division  Chemical  Section  received  three  Agavenco  Ir.3ecti6ide 
sprayers*  to  be  used  for  herbicide/defoliation  and  insecticide ' missions,  ■ 
The  sprayer  can  be  helicopter  mounted  in  a  UH-1B/D/H  aircraft.  It  hae  4 
2CO  gallon  capacity,  doubling  the  previous  capability  Within  the  Division 
Chemical  Section  and  can  be  operated  by  one  individual.  On' 25  March,  two 
tests  runs  were  conducted  using  water  in  a  UH— 1H  helicopter.  Both  tests 
were  successful.  Since  25  March  35  sorties  have  been  flown  using  this 
system. 


3 «  New  Techniques : 

a,  Ch  23  March  1969,  the  2d  Brigade  requested  6  flame  drops  in  support 
of  MASSACHUSETTS  STRIKER.  Thtne  drops  were  requested  to  be  placed  on 
target  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Two  CH-47  aircraft  were  employed 
simultaneously  for  this  operation.  While  one  CH-47  "was  on  target,  the 
second  aircraft  was  enroute  to  plck»up  another  load.  The  cargo  nets 

were  dropped' at  the  loading  station  alter  each  sort ie  and  re-rigged  within 
five  minutes,  while  the  CH-47  either  refueled  or  remained  airborne  in 
the  vicinity.  As  soon  as  tills  aircraft  was  loaded,  it  returned  to  the 
target  arha,  and  the  other  CH-47  returned  and  follovred  the  same 
procedure.  This  procedure  enabled  delivery  of  flame  on  target  with 
only  ehort  delays  between  sorties. 

b.  Division  Chemical  Section  Missions,  During  the' reporting  period, 
tho  Division  Chemical  Section,  with  attached  units,  acoonplishad  the 
following: 
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TYPE  MISSION 

NIMBER  CP  MISSIONS 

AMOUNT 

CS  Ikujs  Drop 

6 

163  dnxaa 

Flame  Drops 

35 

560  drums 

APD 

75 

H/A 

Tact  ini  CS  (E-153) 

2 

38  munitions 

Fougasse  emplacements 

H/A 

740  drums 

Aorl’l  Insecticide 

45 

4,550  gallons 

Ground  Insocticide 

5 

240  gallons 

Aerial  Defoliation 

40 

8,630  gallons 

Ground  Defoliation 

18 

1,865  gallons 
* 

Protective  Mask  Inspection 

52 

3,615  masks 

CMHI 

5 

N/A 

3G 

18 

n/a 

E.  (C)  PTTELLIGBMCE; 

1.  Eneny  Situation:  During  the  reporting  period,  the  following 
Information  wa3  compiled  on  the  enemy  situation: 


a-  At  the  beginning  of  the  reporting  period,  the  local  force  companies 
wore  inactive  in  thoir  respective 'districts' and  hod  the  following  number 
of  neni  CU3,  100;  CU4,  20;  C115,  30;'C116,  30;  C117,  30;  C113,  30;  and 
C1L9,  30-  The  ftu  Loc  Armed  Battalion,  with  a  strength  of  approximately 
250  men,  wa3  a  fuly  ccmbat  effective  unit.  The  5th  N7A  Regiment,  with  a 
strength  of  approximately  1600  men,  was  located  in  its  tradi.t  xonal  base 
area  southwest  of  Leech  Island  vie  YC  7896  and  was  combat  effective. 
However,  Allied  op  rat ions  in  January  1969  had  kept  the  5th  Regiment 
off  balance  and  it  was  incapable  of  launching  a  ■coordinated  registor.tal' 
attack.  The  4th  NVA  Regiment,  with  a  strength  of  approximately  900  men, 

■was  operating  In'  its  traditional  base  Areas  In  Phu  Los  District  and  was 
ccenbat  effective.  The  806th  Battalion,  6th  N7A  Regiment  which  had  a 
strength  of  400  men  was  located  vie  YD  3220  and  was  fully  combat  effective. 
The  9th  NVA  Regiment,  with  a  ctrength  of  approximately  1300  men,  was 
believed  to  be  located  vie  A  Loui  or  Bass  Area  611. 

b.  Enemy  activity  during  T3T  and  during  the  first "phase  of  the 
1 'Winter-Spring  Offensive"  remained  at  a  very  low  level.  Documents  captured 
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by  the  let  AHVN  Regiment  vie  YD  305222  on  30  January  1969  revealed  that 
the  6th  WA  Regiment  planned  to  oonduct  attacks  against  Alliod  instaUatione 
in  Fhorg  Dien  and  Quang  Dien  Districts  to  include  Thing  Dien  District 
Headquarters,  Camp  Evans,  LZ  Nancy,  and  An  Lo  Bridge,  Intelligence 
acquired  during  the  first  two  weeks  of  February  in  di  cat  fed  that  the  806th 
Battalion  was  gathering  rice,  conducting  reconnaissance,  end  establishing 
a  ccmmo-liaista  route  fran  the  mountains  to  the  lowlandr  in  preparation 
for  an  attack.  Howver,  Cperat ion  CHIO  RAPIDS  oontinuod  to  inflict  heavy 
casual',  ieo  on  the  806th  Battalion  and  disrupted  the  6th  fW A  Regiment  ' n 
plans  lor  offensive  action, 

o.  Unconfirmed  agent  reports  throughout  February  and  early  Maroh 
stated  that  the  90th  Regiment  had  been  refurbished  in  N7II  and  had  arrived 
in  Quang  Nam  Province  in  early  February  1969.  Thus,  the  9Cth  Regiment 
is  no  longor  carried  in  Order  of  Battle  holdings  as  a  subordinate 
element  of  HQ,  Tri  Thien  Hue  Military  Regions. 

d.  In  late  March  and  early  April  1969,  friendly  forces  made  several 
contacts  with  the  816th  Battalion,  9th  Regiment  in  the  area  extending 
southwest  from  FSB  VEGH5L  towards  the  A  Shau  Valley.  As  a  result  of  these 
contacts  this  battalion  is  currently  considered  to  be  combat  effective. 

’  »  *  *  4 

o.  Throughout  April  1969,  the  enemy's  rear  base  areas,  Bupply  depots, 
and  key  LOG 5 a  were  disrupted  ty  friendly  oporatiofts.  The' flow  of  supplies 
in  the  Rao  Nai  Valley,  the  southern  A  Shau  Valley,  the  Rticng-Ruong  Valley, 
and  in  the  area  in  Quang  Nam  immediately  East  of  Base  Area  607  were* 
interdicted  ty  friendly  operations.  1-502  Abn  Inf  on  20  April  1969, 
vie  IC  697568  found  a  huge  cache  vtfiich  included  13  Russian  trucks,  1 
Russian  eoout  car,  large  quantities  of  medicine  and  ammunition,  and 
many  radios  and  radio  equipment.  Additionally,  in  late  April  1969,  * 
vie  YD  3506,  3-187  discovered  caches  which  contained  20  tons  of  rice, 

12,000  82am  ana  6Qmn  mortar  rounds i  168  122mm  rockets,  and  thousands 
of  rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition.  The  interdiction  of  these  key 
line  a  of  communication  plus  the  discovery  of  large  caches  have  cert  o.-W-y 
disrupted  enemy  plans  for  large  scale  attacks  within  the  101st  Airborne 
Division's  area  of  operation  in  the  near  future, 

f.  At  the  end  of  the  reporting  period,  the  local  force  it. its  had  ' 
approximately  the  same  number  of  men  which  they  had  on  1  February  1969. 

The  only  exception  id  the  C116  Co  which  was  reduced  to  a  strength  of 
approximately  20  men.  The  5th  N7A  Regiment  was  off  balance  end  was 
attempting  to  avoid  major  contact  with  Allied  Operations.  The  Hn  ' 
of  the  5th  Regiment  had  moved  South  to  the  Deng  Da  area  vie  YC  7690, 
and  in  late  April,  this  Regiment  faced  a  severe  rice  shortage.  The  4th 
NVA  Regiment  remained  Inactive  in  its  base  areas  in  Fnu  Loc  District, 
and  the  9th  Iff  A  Regiment  was  believed  to  be  located-in  the  area  vie 
Base  Area  611  and  the  northern  A  Shau  Valley.  The  6th  NVA  Regiment 
was  unlocated. 
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g,  In  sunnmry,  during  thl3  period  the  enemy  was  kept  off  balance' 
and  was  unable  to  realiio  his  plans  for  major  attacks  in  the  lowlands, 
Furthennore,  friendly  oporatiois  thoroughly  disrupted  the  flow  of  supplies 
from  North  Vietnam  to  enciqy  unite  in  Thus  Thlen  and  ouang  Nam  Provinces, 
The  total  ineffectiveness  of  the  enemy  foroes  in  Thua  Thien  Province 
luring  TET  and  the  "Wintor-Spr-ng  Offensive"  reflects  the  progreee  made 
by  the  101st  Airborne  Di-lsiou  and  South  Vietnamese  Armed  Forces  in 
destroying  Ccnmimlst  efforts  to  overthrow  the  Government  of  South 
Vietnam, 

2,  Viet  Cong  Infrastructure  Activities 

a.  During  the  reporting  period,  the  02  Political  Oder  of  Battle 
(POB)  Section  accomplished  the  following  in  VCI  related  areas: 

b,  Establish  a  data  base  on  VCI  activity  throughout  the  AO  to  include 
activity  trends,  and  personalities  within  a  given  hamlet  or  village.  In 
addition,  VCI  cadre  hiding  in  the  mountainous  areas  of  Nam  Hoa  were  also 
recorded, 

c.  firo'-’uced  estimates  and  studies  upon  request, 

d,  Targeted  areas  within  the  AO  for  anti-VCI'cordane  to  be  conducted 
ty  United  States  and  Government  of  Vietnam  Forces, 

e.  Established  a  personality  file  of  district  level  and  higher  VCI 
cadre, 

f.  Conducted  briefings  on  VCI  activity, 

g,  February:  VCI  activity  during  February  3969  ccisistea  mainly 
of  rice  and  tax  collection  and  propaganda  in  preparation  for  th6 

Spring  Offensive  against  Hue.,  Terrorist  Incidents  remained' low,  probably 
caused  by  the  Viet  Ccng!s  fear  of  alienating  the  population,  Anti-VCI' 
operations  declined  significantly  because  of  the  TET  holidays;  however, 
no  VCI-related  incidents  occurred  during  TET  1969, 

h,  March:  After  a  post-TET  lull  at  the  beginning  n f  the  month,  VCI 
related,  incidents  Increased  to  near  the  monthly  average  (60-E0  incidents) 
with  the  main  emphasis  on  propaganda  and  tax  and  rice  collection. 

Northern  and  Southern  Thing  Dien  and  the  Thu  Bai  areas  were  the  centers 
of  heaviest  VCI  activity.  From  19-20  March  a  cordon  of  the  Thu  Bai 

area  was  conducted  which  has  drastically  reduced  the  infrastructure 1 s 
activities  in  the  area  to  date. 

iv  April:  During  the  first  two  weeks  of  April  Thu  Loc  District 
experienced  a  rash  of  terrorist  activity  whose  purpose  appeared  to  be 
twofold: 
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(1)  Decrease  the  impact  of  the  hamlet  and  village  council  elections 
in  the  district, 

(f )  Insure  thorough  control  of  the  population  during  the  upcoming 
rice  l-arvest, 

J.  As  terrorist  incidents  subsided,  intensive  preparations  were  made 
to  collect  heavy  taxes  after  the  rice  harvest.  VC  tea'-;  visted  numerous 
villages  and  told' the  villagers  to  store  and  to  save  monoy  to  be  collected 
after  the  harvest.  Phong  Dion  continued  to  be  a  center  of  VCI  tax  and 
rice  collection  with  repcr  ts  that  supplies  collected  were  to  support 
VC/NVA  troops  in  base  area  101,  Hai  Land  District,  and  Ouang  Tri 
Province. 

k.  Currently,  there  are  approximately  1500  VCI  identified  and 
estimated  in  Thua  Thien  Province, 

3.  G2  Air  Operations 

a.  Night  Observation  Device  Mission;  The  NOD  mission,  employed  over 
the  coastal  waterways,  has  been  designated  for  rocket  belt  mortar  watch 
in  case  of  emergency.  The  NOD  ship  has  an  illumination  capability 

(10  flares).  The  NOD  missions  utilize  Starlight  Scopes  and  flies  at 
irregular  hours  during  those  ni^its  of  highest  percentage  of  moon 
illumination.  The  NOD  still  coordinates  with  the  Hue  R-ver  Security  ‘ 
Croup  and  surveillance  of  the  waterways  is  still  its  primary  missions. 

In  addition,  observer  usually  participates  in  the  mission, 

b,  CCL-E  (Bird  Dog)  Visual  Reconnaissances  Support  from  220th 
RAC  continues  to  furnish  the  101st  Airborne  Division  with  aerial 
reconnaissance,  d-E  planes  take  off  from  Fhu  Bai,  Sally  and 'Evans. 

Units  requesting  CU.-E  re  coma  is  sane  e  must  furnish  an  observer.  The 
flights  are  scheduled  for  two  and  a  half  hours  at  a  time.  The  01-E 
(Bird  Dog)  is  used  extensively  by  Division  Artillery  and  Naval  Gun' Fire 
for  registration  and  fire  mission  stated  for  a  significant  period  of 
time. 


c«  Sensors:  The  sensor  program  for  the  101st  Airborne  Divisicn  is 
now  under  the  direction  of  the  G2  Air,  Sensor  trained  personnel, 
including  one  officer  and  two  EM,  are  now  situated  at  Division  HO. 
and  are  available  for  adviie  and  coordination  vdth  subordinate  units 
desiring  to  employ  sensors;  There  are  three  fields  presently  in 
operation*  Riu  Loc,  Ifui  Ke,  and  Base  Area  114,  Tangible  results 
have  been  derived  through  the  use  of  sensors  in  these  areas  in  that 
sensor  employment  coupled  with  immediate  artillery  reaction  has  held 
infiltration  on  known  trails  to  a  minimum. 

4,  Weather:  During  the  reporting  period  the  following 
precipation  data  was  compiled: 
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MIN 

KEAU 

MAX 

ACTUAL 

Februf.*y 

1.3 

3.7 

11.0 

3.  Cl 

March 

0,2 

2.6 

5.8 

1,00 

April 

0.4 

2.4 

5.0 

1.52 

F.  (L)  FETP.ONNEL 


1,  During  the  period  February,  March  and  April  the  G1  Section  was 
primarily  concerned  with  the  final  transformation  to  the' airmobile 
configuration  and  the  streamlining  of  personnel  services, 

2,  During  the  period,  more  than  2,000  personnel  vrere  in-processed 
at  their  arrival  site  as  21  new  units  Joined  the' Division  from  CCHUS 

to  complete  the  change  over  to  the  airmobile  TCE.  These  troopers  were  ' 
ir>- processed  by  mobile  AG  and  Finance  teams  viiich  traveled  to  Camp  Evans, 
Camp  Eagle,  and  LZ  Sally  to  process  the  newly  arrived  units. 

3,  A  New  med-evac  procedure  was  established'to  expedite  the  handling 
of  reassignment  messages  from  IKARV  on  med-^vacs.  The  new  method  of 
processing  med-evacs  which  includes  special  reassignment  instructions 
were  initiated  by  USARV  Headquarters  in  March  1969.  To  coordinate  all 
aspects  of  casualty  reporting,  the  Division  Casualty  Coordination  Center 
was  created  in  February  1969. 

U,  '  Limited  command  infusion  programs  were  completed  with  the  1st  * 
Brigade,  5th  Lnfsntxy  Division  (I-fechanised),  the  1733  Airborne  Brigade, 
the  1st  Signal  Brigade  and  the  4th  Infantry  Division,  Heavy  llay  1969 
DE2QB  losses  for  the  326th  Engineer  Battalion  were  offsst  by  assigning 
incoming  personnel  over  a  three  month  period.  Other  units  participating 
in  the  infusion  program  were  i i  Brigade,  Division  Artillery,  501st  Signal 
Battalion,  and  2d  Squadron,  17 vh  Cavalry, 

5.  The  AG  Section  completed  th4  updating  of  the  personnel  reporting 
system  machine  personnel  data  files.  Completion  of  this  operation  permitted 
the  Division  to  became  filly  operational  under  the  FERMACAP  (Personnel 
Management  and  Accounting  Card-Processing)  Statistical  and  Accounting 
System,  Ths  101st  Airborne  Division  became  the  first  Amy  division 
in  Vietnam  to  successfully'  complete  the  change  over  from  ROAD  systems 
to  the  new  FERMACAP  system,  Tne  c diversion  vastly  improved  th4  speed 
and  accuracy  of  data  transmitted  to  the  Department  of  the  Amy, 

G,  (C)  LOGISTICS: 

1,  Generali 

a*  Operation  NEVADA  EAGLE j  During  the  period  1  February  1969  -  28 
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February  1969  DECCH  continued  normal  logistical  functions  In  support 
cf  ICC  t  Airborne  Dlvisicn  units  participating  in  Operation  NEVADA  EAGtE. 

No  dia  lacenent  of  units  was  necessary  to  support  Operation  NEVADA  EAGLE 
during  the  reporting  period  thus  the  main  thrust  of  divd sicn  logifctical 
support  continued  to  come  from  the  Division  Base  Caap,  Camp  Eagle,  and 
the  th-ea  brigades  bases,  at  Cenp  Eagle,  IE  Sally,  and  Gamp  Evans 
respectively.  During  th?  reporting  period,  the  1st  tirade  Headquarters 
return sd  fre'd  FSB  ANZIO  to  Camp  Eagle  thus  raking  coordination  between 
the  1st  FSSE,  which  had  remained  at  Caap  Eagle  with  the  Brigade  Rear, 
and  the  Brigade  Headquarters  simpler  and  more  effective. 

b.  Biviuional  elonents  come  need  Operation  KENTUCKY  JllIHSR  on  1  March 
1969.  Thin  operation  commenced  with  the  2d  Brigade  Operation  MASSACHUSETTS 
STRIKER  which  projected  airmobile  infantry  battalions  deep' into  the 
southern  A  Shau  Valley  and  northern  Quang  Nem  T¥o/ince.  To  logistically 
support  thi3  operation  a  Forward  Supply  Point  (FSP)  was  established  at 
FSB  BIRMINGHAM  by  displacing  forward  elements  of  the  2d  FSSE  at  LZ  Sally. 
This  FSP  became  a  major  logistical  support  base  and  was  developed  to 
include,  storkage  areas  for:  Class  I  (MACl)j  Class  II  &  IV  (Barrier 
materials);  Class  III  (JP4/M0GAS);  and,  Claes  V  (AH  types).  -  In  addition, 
the  following  installaticns/facilities  were  established:  a  60,000  gallon 
capacity  FSS?  aviation  refuel  pad  (JF-4)  wich  15  tH-1  and  It  CH-47 
helicopter  refuel  points;  a  helicopter  raaim  pad  (50,000  Sq  feet) 
with  below  ground  ammunition  storage  areas;  a  Brigade  ASP  stocked' 
with  a  five  day  safety  level  of  all  organic  munition  A;  a  30,000  eq  ft 
split  level  Hook  Pad;  and,  two  engineer  water  points.  At  the  end  of 
the  rsporting  period  uni*s  supported  by  tho  2d  FSSE  from  FSB' BIRMINGHAM 
included:  normkL  2d  acigade  units,  DS/OS  divia ional  aviation,  cavalry) 
and  artillery  units;  and,  selected  corps  artillery  and  engineer  unitB, 

Late  in  the  reporting  period,  the  1st  Brigade  initiated  Operation' 
anSTOL  BOOTS  which  combined  airmobile  infantry  assaults  with  armored 
cavalry  6wo>  ps  in  the  Ruang-Ruong  V allay.  This  operation  was  supported 
by  the  1st  K3SE  from  Carjp  Eagle  and  marked  the  first  time  since  becoming 
an  airmobile  division  that  maneuver  units  have  been  resupplied  by  tracked 
vehicJ i  convoys.  These  convoys  which  were  Btaged  and  controlled  by  the 
let  FSSE  capitalized  on  the  inherent  ground  mobility  of  armored 
cavalry  and  self-propelled  artillery  unite, 

2C  Maintenance: 

a.  5th  Transporation  Battalion  (AMScS) 

(1)  Aircraft  Supply  Cpe rat ions :  During  this  quarter  the  Battalion 
Maintenance  Operation  Section  initiated  a  request  for  authorization  to 
submit  consolidated  requisitions  for’ all  avionics  float  items  whioh  were 
currently  authorised  but  not  cn  hand.  Upon  receipt  of  authorization  one 
hundred  and  fifty-six' (156)  aeparate  float  items  were  placed  on 
requisition.  To  date,  appreodmateiy  thirty  (30)  percent  of  these 
requisitions  have  been  filled. 
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(2)  Initial  Issue  of  TOT  Equip&ecitt  New  aviation  units  arriving  ?n 
country  were  short  repair  shelters  and  mnny  items  of  avionioe  test  equip¬ 
ment  Such  equipment  was  requiritione'*  through  the  34th  OS  Group,  and 

a  one  hundred  (100)  percent  inventory  of  avionics  TCE  equipnent  was 
programmed  for  the  next  quarter. 

(3)  Maintenance  Operations s  The  Battalion  Maintenance  Section 
conducted  twelve  (12)  technical  aseistanco  vieite  to  division  aviation 
units.  Three  (3)  of  these  visits  were  repent  visits  caused  by  CWET 
failures.  In  several  of  the  visits,  particular  emphasis  was  placed  on 
problems  concerning  the  XM-2SE1  Armament  System. 

(4)  B  Company  Technioal  Supply:  During  the  last  quarter,  B  Company 
converted  its  Tech  Supply  operations  into  an  autcmated  system  utilizing 

tho  NCR  500, 

b,  801st  Maintenance  Battalion 

(1)  During  the  period  1  February  1969  through  2  March  1969  Company 
C  supported  the  2d  Brigade  at  LZ  Sally.  Flans  were  prepared  to  support  the 
2d  Brigade  in  Operation  MASSACHUSETTS  STRIKER,  a  sub-opjraticn  of  KENTUCKY 
JUMPER.  Several  standdowns  were  conducted  at  LZ  SAliy  for  those  units 
at  the  LZ  vfho  were  to  participate  in  the  operation.  The  company's  mission 
required  a  forward  support  base  to  be  established  at  *  FB  BIRMINGHAM  providing 
support  in  the  fields  of  armament,  signal,  artillery,  instrments,  engineer, 
supply  and  a  limited  automotive  repair  capability.  To  this  end  a  team 
of  12  individuals  were  selected  and  sufficient  repair  parts  as  well  as 
organizational  equipment  wae  assembled;  D-Day  for  the  beginning  of 
MASSACHUSETTS  STRIKER  was  5  Kerch  1969.  The  Toward  support  element 
departed  LZ  Sally  at  0915  on  3  March  1969,  and  arrived  at  fire  base 
Birmingham  at  1130  hours  on  the  same  day.  Mo  significant  incidents 
were  encountered  in  route*  The  orginal  plan  called  for  two  shop  vans 
to  be  airlifted  from  LZ  Sally  to  FSB  BIRMINGHAM  on  the  afternoon  cu  3 
March  1969.. '  Che  shop  van  containing  supplies  was  delivered  3  March  1969 
on  schedule,  while  the  other  shop  van  containing- signal  equipment 
was  not  delivered  until  noon  on  the  4  March  1969.  A  8 it a  was  selected 
at  FSB  BIRMINGHAM  viiich  afforded  level  terrain  and  a  degree  of  protection 
was  well  as  being  adjacent  to  £  Hook  pad.  The  area  was  prepared  for 
occupation.  Concertina  wire  was  Installed 'and  a  personnel  bunker  was 
built  and  stocked  with  ammunition,  rations,  and  a  limited  amount  of  fihst 
aid  equipnent.  The  area  selected  was  outside  the  perimeter  of  the  FSB, 
therefore,  personnel  were  required  to  abandon  their  location  every  night 
to  take  up  positions  on  the  bunker  line.  At  0615  hours  on  5  March  1969 
the  unit  conducted  a  standdewn  for  three  companies  at  FSB  BIRKDCHAM, 
Concurrently  a  standdown  was  conducted  by  the  unit  base  element  at  LZ 
Sally  for  approximately  seven  companies.  Coordination  was  made  with  Ho 
and  Company  A,  8Clst  Maintenance  Battalion  to  provide  direct  support  to 
this  unit's  forward  element.  Any  equipnent  that  could  not  be  repaired 
by  the  element  was  evacuated  directly  to  tech  supply  at  A  Company,.  During  the 
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period  3  to  14  !larch  1969,  no  comunication  difficulties  were 
encountered  with  the  exception  that  the  unit  waeroouired  to  use  the 
battalion  frequency  whan  making  contact  between  the  base  element  and 
the  forward  elemont  because  contact  between  the  two  locations  could 
not  be  made  on  the  company  frequency. 

(2)  Cn  15  March  1969  it  was  decided  to  extract  and  return  to  the  base 
elemont  8  personnol  and  two  vehicles.  Insufficient  work  promptod  this  * 
decision.  The  three  remaining  personnel  worn  adequate  to  support  signal, 
armament,  instrument  and  supply.  Coordination  was  made  with  A'Coirpany 

to  provide  direct  support  on  engineer  and  automotive  equipment.  Coordination 
for  communications  was  also  mads  with  the  Net  Control  Station  to  provide 
a  relay  station  between  the  base  element  and  the  forward  elmept  in  order 
that  the  daily  SXTREP  could  be  transmitted  to  the  base  element.  Artillery 
support  to  include  "floating"  of  KL02  howitzers  was  made  at  the  base 
element.  Sufficient  support  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  2d  Brigade  was 
mado  under  this  new  plan, 

(3)  It  was  found  that  frem  3  through  15  March  1969  the  forward  element 
could  provide  a  repair  capability  for  all  required  commodities.  'Repair  ' 
capabilities  in  the  field  of  instruments,  armament  and  artillery,  however, 
were  sharply  curtailed  at  the  base  element,  and  any  repair  requirements 

in  those  fields  had  to  be  evacuated  to  HO  and  Company  A.  The  only  problem 
encountered  in  logistics  was  the  lack  of  repair  part  manuals  a',  the 
forward  elements.  It  was  decided  that  since  the  skilled  personnel 
were  taken  to  the  forward  element  to  provide  sane  typo  of  information 
for  the  remaining  personnel.  Consequently,  to  obtain  repair  parts 
for  the  forward  element  it  was  necessary  to  obtain  the  required  information, 
for  the  requisitions,  from  the  different  shope  at  HO  and  Company  A.  This 
problan,  however,  corrected  itself,  to  an  acceptable  degree,  tlnovgh 
experience,  in  that  a  list  of  high  mortality ’parts  was  gathered  with  the 
necessary  information  to  subtaii  requisitions. 

3.  Supply 

a.  Establishment  cf  a  forward  supply  point  at  Fire  Base  Birmingham 
Luxate  February j  fird  base  Birmingham  .was  reopened  to  support  Operation 
M^joACHlEETTS  STRIKER.  A  new  helicopter  refuel  pad  was  constructed,  'Tno 
pad’s  capacity  is  60,000  gallons  and  is'  capable  of  refueling  15  Hlieyn, 

Cobras,  or  LCH’s,  plus  3  CH-4*7’s  and  1  CH-54  simultaneously,  241,000 
gallons  of  JP-4  was  consumed  at  this ’pad  during  March,  for  a  daily  ' 
average  consumption  of  7,774  gallons.  During  April,  a  total  6f  647,000  ’ 
gallons  of  JP-4  was  consumed  there,  for  a  daily  average  of  21,567  gallons. 

A  Class  V  resupply  point  was  also  established  at  Fire  Base  Birmingham. 

During  the  reporting  period,  2,793  tons  of  anmunitioft  were  hooked  out 
frem  Fire  Base  Birmingham  to  units  of  the  2d  Brigade. 

# 

b,  cnetructicn  of  Class  in  and  Class  V  hodk-out  pads.  During 
the  month  of  Februacy  1969,  the  426th  S?-E  Battalion  initiated  "hook-out" 
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or  helicopter  sling-load  delivery  of  Class  III  and  Class  V  supplies 
from  tho  Ittu  Bai  ASP  and  Division  Clase  III  yard  direct  to  using  unite  on 
fire  bases.  Prior  to  initiation  of  slin^loading  from  the  ASPj  a  hook-pad 
had  to  be  constructed.  After  the  site' was  selected  and  graded,  eleihente 
of  the  426th  penspriraod  the  entire  pad,  laid  PSP,  and  built  a  tower. 

The  completed  pad  measured  150'  by  250*  and  can  accommodate  118  loads 
of  anmunition  at  one  time.  During  the  reporting  quarter,  712  eorties 
totalling  2,869  tons  of  ammunition  were  hoolcod  out  of  Fhu  Bai  ASP  hook-pad 
in  support  of  Division  combat  elements  on  fire  bases.  The  old  huey 
refueling  point  was  chosen  as  the  site  for  the  Class  III  hook-out  pad. 
Extensive  dozing  and  grading  was 'done  on  the  area  prior  to  laying 
several  heavy  coats  of  penoprime.  During  the  reporting  quarter,  190 
sorties  totalling  257,000  gallons  of  bulk  POL  were  "hooked  out"  of  the 
Division  Class  III  hook-pad  in  support  of  Division  forward  elements. 

c.  Clearance  of  Retrograde  Yard,  During  the  period  1  January  to 

1  February,  Division  units  were  allowed  a  free  tun>-in  of  excess  and  salvage 
equipment  It  was  received  and  stored  in  a  large  yard  referred  to  as  the 
Division  Retrograde  Yard,  During  the  month  of  April,  the  426th  S&S  Battalion 
processed  all  the  material, 'segregated  it,  and'made  disposition  of  it 
througi' retrograde  channels.  By  29  April  1969,  the  entire  yard  was 
cleared,  A  total  of  300  tents,  200  fuel  blivets,  214  COfEX’s,  and' 
miscellaneous  cargo  weighing  approximately  70  tons  was  retrograded. 

d.  Construction  and  improvement  of  Warehousing  Facilities,  During 
the  reporting  period,  a  multi-pack  storage  shed  was  constructed  in  the 
Class  II  &  IV  Yard  to  provide  protection  for  sensitive  items  from  sur 
and  rain.  A  concrete  pad  was  constructed  in  the  Class  I  area  for  reefer 
storage.  An  overhead  shelter  was  constructed  to  provide  protectiod  from 
the  sun  when  handling  and  breaking  down  fresh  foods  and  vegetables.  In 
addition,  a  water  tower  was  constructed  in  the  Class  I  area  to  provide 
an  easily-acceosible  source  of  washing  reefer  units.  Extensive  grading 
and  peneprimirg  has  been  done  in  all  the  supply  yards  of  the  426th 
Battalion  in  order  to  make  supplies  more  easily  accessible  to  KEE  and 
protect  food  and  other  sensitive  supplies  from  dust.  A  new  vehicle 
refuel  point  was  constructed  at  Camp  Eagle  providing  the  following  improve¬ 
ments  over  the  old  refuel  point: 

(1)  An  additional  diesel  refuel  point. 

(2)  Overhead  MOO  AS  and  diesel  refueling  points  for  filling  tank 
trucks. 

(3)  The  addition  of  an  oil  dispensing  point  so  that  vehicle  oil 
levels  may  be  topped  off, 

e.  Rroject  Strip  was  instituted  by  D3SCCM  as 'a  part  of  a  large 
scale  Division  Supply  Support  improvement  program. '  The  purpose  of  this 
program  is  to  identify  and  eliminate  excess  stocks.  During  this  period 
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of  time,  a  total  of  701  lines  have  been  identified  a£  excess  and  have  been, 
or  are  presently  in  the  process  of  beljg  retrograded.  Total  value  of 
the  reported  excess  is  $3,395,682.53. 

f.  Edit/Challenge  was  also  instituted  as  a  part  of  the  DE(XW 
Supply  Support  Improvement  Program  and  is  receiving  Increased  emphasis 
by  the  Division  Supply  and  Stock  Control  Offices.  This  project  initiates 
the  challenge  of  high  priority  requests  and  requests  for  Inordinate 
quantities  of  "nice  to  have"  items* 

g.  Project  Clean  was  initiated  to  review  stock' record  cards  to 
determine  the  validity  of  requirements  and  postings.  Project  Clean  was 
completed  by  the  Stock  Central  Office  with  the  following  results: 

(1)  Number  of  errors  corrected:  56 

(2)  Number  of  requisitions  cancelled:  8 

(3)  Value  cf  cancelled  requisitions*  $27,795.05 

(4)  Number  of  new  requisitions  submitted:  178 

(5)  Value  of  new  requisitions  submitted:  $285,608,89 

h.  Project  Rags  Is  another  significant  activity  undertaken  dtr  ing 
this  quarter  by  the  Division  Supply  Office,  The  purpose  of  Project  Rags 
is  to  reconcile  all  unfilled  requisitions  over  30  days  old  with  supported 
units,  and  to  reconcile  all  open  requisitions  with  supporting  depots 
which  are  over  60  days  old.  At  the  end  of  the  reporting  period,  54$ 

of  customer  units  had  presented  open  requisition  date  for  reconciliation. 

ia  Establishment  of  Major  Items  Control.  During  the  present 
reporting  periodj  the  Division  Supply  Office  established  control  of  major 
items  within  the  Division.  Major  items  control  was  initiated  by  selecting 
the  following  items  and  identifying  these  as  "major  items": 

(l)  TGS  items  identified  as  RICC  1  and  2  in  SB  700-20. 


(2)  Closed  loop  items. 

(3)  Coranand  interest  items. 

The  second  phase  of  major  items  control  was  the  determination  of  oA-hand, 
authorized,  and  on-requisition  status  of  all  TCE  items  in  the  Division. 

This  was  followed  by  ascertaining  the  validity  of  outstanding  major  items 
requisitions,  redistributing  available  aseets  within  the  Division,  and 
by  directing  units  to  requisition  all  TOE  shortages.  Major  items  are 
currently  under  control  and  intensively  being  managed  to  Insure  equitable* 
distribution  of  critical  shortages  and  selected  items  within  the  Division. 

„  CONFIDENTIAL 
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J»  Redistribution  of  Radioo,  During  this  reporting  period,  the 
301st  Airborne  Division  conducted  a  highly  successful  redistribution  6f 
PH  radioo  designed  to  bring  all  tnits  in  line  with  TCE  authorization*. 
Reorganization  of  the  Division  August  of  1968  created  exceosee  and 
shortages  of  all  typeo  of  I'M  radios,  most  of  which  were  alleviated 
by  redistribution*  During  the  program,  over  four  hundred  radios  changed 
hands,,  Si^ilficant  in  the  program  was  the  fact  that  overall  shortages 
or  excesses  of  specific  radioo  could  be  lessenoi  by  turning-in  or 
requisitioning  components  necessary  for  oonvsi'Eion  fretn  one  radio  to 
another.  The  benefits  derived  from  the  program  were: 

(1)  An  increase  in  communication  capability  of  wilts  in  the  Division. 


(2)  A  savings  to  the  governnent  of  approximately  l/2  million  dollars 
worth  of  radio  equipment  which  was  on  requisition  but  not  reauirod. 

4.  Transportation 


a.  The  Division  Movement  Control  Center  monitored  two  major 
convoy  in  support  of  Division  operations.  These  were  both  3d  Squadron, 

5th  Cavalry  armored  v  ehicle  convoys  originating  at  Camp  Evans;  The 
first  convoy  departed  Camp  Evans  an  25  April  with  30  vehicles,  and  the 
second  convoy  departed  Camp  Evans  on  27  April  with  4  vehicles.  Both 
convoys  closed  into  a  area  near  Gia  Le«  The  two  convoys  were  in  support  of 
Operation  ERST CL  BOOTS  in  the  Ruong-Rucng  Valley,  Hue  Ramp  and  Ten  Yy 
Ro.i'.’.i  clearance  operations,  and  the  convoy  conducted  by  the  2 fr.-h  C-S 
Grovo  relative  to  the  beach  clearance  operations,  were  aloo  monitored 
by  the  DjoCCK  Movement  Control  Section. 

b*  The  Division  received  approximately  20,400  short  tons  of  cargo 
through  the  tlavy  facilities  at  Tan  My  and  Hue  Ramp. 


c.  Aircraft  sorties  flown  in  support  of  the  Division! 


MONTH 

5CP-1IES 

PAX 

CARGO  WEIGHT  (S/T) 

February 

3192 

6556 

9182 

March 

4077 

6978 

11835 

April 

2369 

2^2L 

J52HL. 

TOTALS 

10138 

25660 

29253 

H,  (C)  CIVIL  AFFAIRS i 


1.  Division  pacification  efforts  continued  to  increase  despite 
a  split  in  the  area  of  operation  and  the  civil  affairs  area  of  operation 
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in  the  Province.  The  bulk  of  combat  ope  rations  are  now  being  conducted 
in  the  mountains  Wsst  while  Civio  Action  remains  in  the  densely 
populated  areas  along  the  coastal  plain#  The  average  mxnberof  major 
projects  underway  has  risen  to  an  all  time  high  of  sixty-six.  The 
bulk  of  the  Civic  Action  pereonnel  in  Thua  Thien  Province  attended  the 
III  MAP  Civic  Action  orientation  in  Da  Nang  on  26-28  March  1969.  The 
Commanding  General,  101st  Airborne  Division  gave  added  emphasis  to  the 
importance  of  Civic  Action  in  remarks  made  during  the  opening  speech  which 
ho  gave  at  the  course, 

2.  The  Civil  Affairs  program  to  include  Msd-Cap  was  adjusted  to 
support  the  Province's  pacification  campaign  which  was  initiated  1  February 
1969.  Confidence  of  the  nsople  in  the  Government  of  Vietnam  manifested 
during  the  proceeding  period  and  movement  by  refugees  to  their  native 
hamlets  continued  as  32,000  people  returned  to  their  forcer  homes.  The 
Provincial  government  continued  to  demonstrate  that  it  had  the  resourcoo 
and  organizational  structure  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  people.  New 
civic  action  sub-areas  of  responsibility  were  assigned  to  bring  Civic 
Action2 n  area  of  responsibility  in  dceer  aligrment  with  current 
tactical  responsibilities. 

3#  Improved  liaison  and  coordination  with  military  units  and 
civilian  agencies  in  the  Province  resulted  in  a  more  balanced  Civic  Action 
program  v'lth  many  more  participants#  Far  example]  a  survey  of  the 
orphanages  in  Thua  Thion  Provlnoe  was  conducted  to  determine  their 
immediate  needs  and  how  they  were  being  supported.  The  G5  now  coordinates 
this  typo  of  support  to  insure  that  uniform  coverage  is  maintained,  and 
duplication  of  effort  i3  kapt  to  a  minimum# 

A.  Mr.rp'  important  Civic  Action  ccanmoditles  were  obtained  "gratis" 
from  the  FX,  Class  I,  II-  and  IV  yores  and  the  sanitary  fill  in  the  fora 
cf  lumber,  tin,  canned  food  and  salvaged  tents,  2,500  bags  of  partially 
hydrated  cement  were  obtained  through  the  32d  Naval  Cons  truction 
Regiment  and  had  a  lepresentar.ive  value  of  750,000  based  cn  aver  ago 
market  prices#  G5  Section  monitors  and  oollecbs  many  items  of 
excess  and  salvage  for  redistribution  to  S5*s  throughout  the  Province- 

5,  ME  DC  A?  Support 

a#  The  G5  and  the  Division  Surgeon  attended  a  meeting  1x1  Hue  25 
March  concerning  MEDCAP  support  cf  the  1969  Pacification  Plan.  Other 
principal  participants  included!  Province  Chief,  Province  Senior  Advisor, 
Province  Medical  Advisor,  Province  Director  and  the  Health  Chief  from  each 
district#  The  purpose  of  the  meeting  was  to  revitalize  the  existing 
pregram  and  produce  one  which  would  reflect  better  alignment  with  the  new 

plan. 

b.  The  Division  Surgeon  conducted  a  survey  of  medical  resources 
to  include  non-Divisional  medical  personnel#  A  meeting  to  reorganize 
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MEDCAP  II  activities  and  procedures  wt  held  27  April.  Other  itoms 
discussed  were  the  aeed  to  emphasise  training  of  Vietnamese  in  the  health 
care  role  and  to  create  a  sense  of  identification  with  the  Vietnamese 
health  care  workers  and  the  local  populace, 

c.  Several  cases  of  plague  which  were  reported  in  the  Province  soon 
brought  quick  reaction  teams  free  medical  unite  of  the  Division,  The 
villages  were  disinfected  with  a  preventive  dust  and  plague  shots  were 
administered.  The  rate  of  reported  plague  caoee  soon  cams  to  its  peak 
and  rapidly  declined  which  was  a  direct  result  of  the  action  of  tho  101st. 

6,  Economio  Development 

a.  The  05  entered  into  a  relatively  new  area  by  purchasing  1,000 
hybrid  day-wOd  chicks  through  coordination  with  the  CORD1 s  agricultural 
adviser.  After  much  prior  liaison  with  regard  to  proper  care  and 
facilities  tho  chicks  wero  distributed  to  Vinh  Loc,  Quang  Dien,  Thong 
Dien  and  Phu  Thu  Districts.  Ths  overall  desired  goal  of  the  "Baby-Eagles' 
is  to  provide  an  economically  priced  food  supplement  and  to  decrease  the 
overall  cost  of  poultry. 

b.  Groundwork  is  being  laid  at  Tay  Loo  Orphanage  (ID  743227)  for  a 
trade  school  to  be  conducted  in  the  evenings  during  non -regular  school 
hours.  The  G5  has  agreed  to  support  lang  Tho  Lime  Factory  (YD  727200) 
with  blasting  materials  until  the  operations  become  self-supporting. 

is  of  particular  economic  significance  as  lime  was  formerly  Thus 
Thicn’s  only  mijcr  export, 

7.  Coordination  with  Civil  Officials. 

a.  On  7  April  the  G5,  accompanied  by  the  Province  Chief,  escorted  a 
group  of  14  influential  civic  leaders  from  Hue  on  c  visit  to  observe  IB 
and  ARVN  troops  at  forward  fire  bases  in  the  AO.  The  purpose  cf  the 
visit  was  to  better  acquaint  the  civilian  leaders  with  the  eacriificio 
these  forces  make  to  provide  the  security  which  the  city  now  enjcy3. 

b.  The  Commanding  General  cf  the  101st  Airborne  Division  hested 
an  informal  buffet  for  selected  civil/military  leaders  of  Thua  Thien 
and  the  City  of  Hue,  Among  these  attending  were;  Province  Chief, 

Province  Senior  Advisor,  and  all  District  Chiefs  and  their  IB  advisors. 

Co  Later  in  the  month  of  April  a  group  of  citlssns  from  Hue  visited 
Camp  Eagle  to  view  captured  NVA  equipment,  Vietnamese  newsman  and  Hue 
TV  covered  the  activity  which  was  followed  by  refreohment3  in  the 
Commanding  General’s  Mesa,  Three  of  the  WA  trucks  captured  by  the 
Division  will  be  presented  to  the  Province  Chief  as  soon  as  maintenance 
personnel  have  then  in  good  running  order.  Division  personnel  gave 
recognition  to  Lunar  New  Year  (TET;  festivities  and  sponsored  numerous 
activities  in  support  of  the  activities.  The  Commanding  General  visited 
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Hue  and  the  Citadel  to  obeervo  traditional  TET  celebrations  and 
distributed  candy  and  new  oolns  to  Vietnamese  children  in  the  area, 

8,  Joint  Civic  Action,  Tho  Division  Civio  Action  program 
hat  been  enhanced  by  increased  participation  of  both  n on-divisional 
and  AHVN  units, 

a,  The  G5  1st  AHVN  Division  has  initiated  seven  projects  ir'Fhu  Thu 
District,  These  will  receive  material  support  from  the  lCttst  G5„ 

In  return,  the  1st  Engineer  Battalion,  1st  ARVN  Division  will  provide 
transportation  support  to  many  101st  projects. 

b,  Quoc  Hoc  Library,  a  G5  project,  was  wired  for  electricity  by 
tCB-40. 

o.  Repair  of  Riu  Thu  -  ftiu  Vang  road  was  accomplished  by  326th 
Engineer  Battalion,  101st  Airborne  Division,  27  Engineer  Battalion, 

45th  Engineer  Group,  101st  Engineer  Battalion  (ARVN),  1st  ARVN  Division. 

Also  assisting  in  the  project  were  twenty  laborers  and  two  masons  which 
wore  provided  by  the  fhu  Thu  District  Chief,  This  provides  a  road 
from  Fhu  Thu  District  Headquarters  into  Hue  and  should  accelerated  the 
resettlement  of  that  District, 

9.  Major  projects  completed  during  the  reporting  period  i 

a,  Quoc  Hoc  Library  (YD  764211)  (Hue)  16  July  «»  20  March,  G5  — ■  7100  hre 

b,  An  Truyen  School  (YD  815264)  (Ifcu  Vang)  22  February  ~  1  April, 

G5  -—40  hours, 

c,  Loc  Hai  School  (AT  888963)  (Riu  Loc)  5  January  -  5  March,  1st 
Brigade  —  250  houre. 

cl.  An  Hoa  Diepanaary  (YD  733233)  (Hue)  8  January  —  1  April,  2d 
Brigade —  150  hours. 

e,  Chi  Tay  School  (ID  620438)  (Huong  Dieo)  8  March  -  17  April, 

3d  Brigade  —  80  hours, 

f,  Chau  Chu  Bridge  (YD  773144)  (Nam  Hoa)  13  February  -  19  March, 

2-17th  Cavalry— 35  hours, 

10.  Projects  initiated  prior  and  completed  during  the'period 
included  5  schools,  6  village  headquarters,  1  marketplace,  3  dispensaries, 
and  5  other  major  projects  for  a  total  of  20  projects. 

11.  Projects  initiated  and  crttpleted  during  the  period  Included 
7  schools,  1  village  headquarters,  2  dispensaries,  and  6  other  major 
projects  for  a  total  of  16  projects. 
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12,  Projects  underway 


a.  Type  of  projecti  Schools  -  32)  village  headquarters  -  9) 
dispensaries  -  3}  marketplaces  -  3)  Orphanages  «»  4)  other  —  15; 
total  -  66. 


b,  Districts;  Huong  Dien  -  3)  Phong  Dien  -  3)  r>uang  Dien  -  1; 
Huong  Tra  -  7;  Fhu  V  .ng  -  14;  Hucng  Thuy  ~  8)  Nam  Hoa  -  1;  Phu  Thu  -  1) 
Vinh  Loc  -  3;  Phu  hr  j  -  11  j  Hus  -  14)  Total  -  66, 

13.  Commodities  issued  during  the  reporting  period: 


Masonite/Plywood/Asbestos 

218  sheets 

Tin 

269  sheets 

Tile 

1,617  pieces 

Rebar 

3,379  meters 

Cement 

1,325  bags 

Sand 

318  cubic  meters 

Gravel 

317  cubic  meter 8 

Construction  Limber 

10,479  board  feet 

Scrap  Lumber 

148,525  board  feat 

Food 

130,022  pounds 

Clothing 

4,725  poxmds 

Soap 

4,013  pounds 

Toys 

70  pounds 

I,  (C)  PSYCHOLOGICAL  OPERATIONS 

1,  Statistics,  Type  and  quantity  of  propaganda  media  anplcyed. 

a.  Leaflets  disseminated:  65,822,140 

b.  Loudspeaker  broadcasts:  679 

c.  Movies  shown:  76 

d.  TV  programs  conducted:  13 
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e„  Quick-reaction  leaflets*  146,500 

X,  PSYOP  Mobile  Teams i  36 

2,  Standard  taro  a  and  leaflets,  along  with  any  new  ones  developed 
by  JICPAO,  7th  PSYCiP  Battalion,  or  within  the  Division,  vwre  employed  to' the 
maximum  extent  possible  against  known  and  Buspected  NVA  and  VC  70  9  it  Ions, 
as  well  as  against  p'-pulated  areas  with  knowi  and  euapected  ene^y 
sympathizers  in  an  effort  to  deny  them  freedom  bf  movement  and 
the  support  that  is  necessary  to  their  survival.  Leaflets  were  also 
disseminated  in  GVN  controlled  populated  areas  in  an  effort  to  retain 
and  strengthen  the  population’s  support  of  the  GVN,  keep  a  wedge  between 
them  and  the  many,  and  to  inform  than  of  the  VIP  and  medical  programs 
available  to  them, 

3 «  Propaganda  was  developed  within  the  Diviaion  in  compliance 
with  JIBPAO  policies  to  exploit  a  reported  growing  rift  between  NVA  Main 
Forces  and  Viet  Cong  Local  Farces,  to  exploit  eneny  ralllers,  and  to 
maintain  a  wedge  between  the  people  of  South  Vietnam  and  the  NVaAc 
forces  30  as  to  retain  their  support  of  the  GVN,  This  propaganda 
wa3  usually  in  the  form  of  a  quick-reaction  leaflet  and  tapes,  and' live 
broadcasts  by  Hoi  Chanhs  or  other  South  Vietnamese  PSYOP  personnel, 

4,  A  total  of  74  Hoi  Chanhs  rallied  to  the  GVN  within  the 
Division  AO  during  the  reporting  period.  In  our  Chieu  Hoi  appeals 
emphasis  was  placed  on  the  fact  that  the  MV  A A "  cannot  resist  or 
escape  the  superior  Allied  firepower  and  will  be  destroyed  by  airstrikes, 
armor,  artillery,  and  persistent  ground  operations}  that  they  have  been 
mislead  by  their  leaders  in  the  North  and  are  not  welcomed  or  supported 
by  the  people  of  the  South;  that  it  ie  uaeleoa  for  them  to  die  now  with 
peace  so  roar  and  that  by  rallying  they  can  live  to  enjoy  tho  peace 
that  will  30011  come  instead  of  being  buried  in  a  lenely  unmarked 
grave, 

5„  Continued  support  was  proviiad  for  county  fair3  (during  ' 
cordon  operations)  to  include  ground  loudspeakers  and  movie  teams, 
aerial  loudspeaker  broadcasts  and  leaflet  drops,  armed  propaganda 
t9s*.  activity,  and  cultural  drama  team  performances, 

6,  There  has  been  an  increased  use  of  the  Division  P5YCP  printing 
capability  for  producing  quick-reaction  leaflets  on  Hoi  Chanhs  and  all 
important  exploitable  PSYOP  situations  that  arise.  The  printing 
capability  was  also  utilized  to  print  VC  I  leaflets  for  use  during  county 
fairs  and  PSYOP  Mobile  Team  operations,  and  to  print  standard  leaflets 
when  they  were  needed  for  an  immediate  situation  and  were  not  available 
cn  16  separate  occasions  for  a  total  output  of  146,500  leaflets  of  the 
following  thanes  1 

a.  Surrender  or  die  (forces  in  the  A  Shau  Valley), 
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b,  NVA  Hardehip  (Chieu  Hoi)  leaflets  were  prepared  and'targoted  at 
NVA  audiencea  in  support  of  operationa  in  the  A  Qhau  Valley,  Ruong-Ruong 
Valley,  and  other  traditional  NVA  base  areas.  These  leaflets  vrere  directed 
at  NVA  regular  soldiers  reminding  them  of  the  hardships  and  suffering  that 
they  must  endure  while  supporting  an  ismoral  oause  and  failing  to  achieve 
any  great  vietoriee,  that  they  vrare  being  driven  out  of  their  base  areas 
and  destroyed  by  All-led  operations,  and  that  their  only  hope  of  freedom 
and  safety  was  to  Ciiou  Hsi, 

o,  NVA  Rear  Service  Troops  (Chieu  Hoi)  leaflets  were  directed  at  the 
NVA  rear  area  service  troops,  reminding  than  that  their  job  is  only  to 
support  the  combat  coldiers  and  not  to  fight,  and  they  might  be  killed 
in  the  inaueing  battles  when  they  became  surrounded  and  cut  off  from  their 
Infantry  troops, 

dff  Chieu  Hoi  Out  ok -reaction  Leaflets  were  prepared  on  ralllers  on  the 
Division  PSYOP  printing  capability  for  exploitation  of  those  raillery  in 
thair  former  base  areas.  This  was  done  by  interviewing  ralllers  as  soon 
as  possible  after  they  came  in.  If  they  could  be  exploited,  a  picture  wae 
taken  and  written  statements  were  obtained,  These  would  then  be  transformed 
into  a  quantity  of  leaflets  suitable  for  aerial  or  ground  dissemination 
in  the  ba3«  areas  of  the  rallier's  former  unit.  All  leaflets  of  this  type 
were  generally  a  Chieu  Hoi  appeal  with  the  Hoi  Ch&nh*  s  written  statement 
concerning  the  treatment  he  was  receiving  and  expounding  the  merit  of  the 
Chieu  Hoi  Program. 

e,  VC  I  Campaign  leaflets  were  printed  for  all  districts  listing  the 
names  and  job  title  of  personnel  in  the  Viet  Cong  Infrastructure  And 
offered  monetary  rewards  for  information  loading  to  their  capture. 

f„  Vietnamese  Victory  leaflets  were  prepared  and  dirsaninated  in 
areas  tiiere  South  Vietnamese  for  ces  had  achieved  a  victory  over  ere  my 
forceso  This  was  d'rne  in  an  effort  to  build  up  the  morale  of  the 
Vietnamese  units  and  to  increase  the  confidence  of  the  people  in  the 
Vietnamese  Government's  ability  to  support' and  protect  them.  Victories 
by  AHVN  units,  regional  and  popular  forces,  revolutionary  development,  and 
civil  defense  teams  were  generally  exploited. 

g.  Medical  Treatment  leaflets  advertising  the  medical  facilities  and 
capabilities  of  the  Allied  forces  were  prepared  and  disseminated  in  rural 
populated  areas  in  an  effort  to  persuade  diseased  persons  and  those  *  th 
any  type  of  physical  defect  to  cane  into  a  medical  facility  for  -merit , 

A  leaflet  was  prepared  depicting  a  young  girl  with  a  very  bad  harelip 
before  and  after  corrective  surgery  with  instructions  as  to  when  and  where 
to  go  to  receive  medical  treatment, 

7.  Leaflets,  tapes  and  live  broadcasts  directed  at  NVA  units 
are  being  used  in  the  Division's  current  operations  in  the  A  Shau  Valley, 
Ruong-Bucng  Valley,  and  surrounding  areas.  Daily  aerial  broadcasts 
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and  leaflets  drope  are  being  made  in  export  of  these  operations* 

8,  Mcntagmrd  tribesman,  speaking  in  their  native  dialers,  were 
utilised  for  live  aerial  broadcasts  directed  at  the  Mcntagnard  being 
used  as  forced  laborers  by  tho  WA  in  the  A  Rhau  Valley,  Kuong-Jtuong 
Valley,  and  surrounding  areas  in  an  effort  to  persuade  the®  to  Chieu 
Hoi  and  resettle  to  h  situs  ■wird  villages  in  GW  controlled  areas.  They 
were  also  utilised  c  *  the  .j.^ound  as  interpreters  for  the' interrcgflti.cn 
of  any  Kontagmrd  tribesmen  who  rallied  or  were  captured.  Since  there 
is  no  written  language  for  the  Martagnards,  picture  leaflets  wore 
directed  at  th«ra  with  a  thuja  encouraging  the®  to  Chieu  Hoi. 

9»  The  iwo  of  ^tyCP  Mobile  Tessis  ii  1  the  Divis ion  AO  . .s  steadily 
Increasing.  A  IMOF  Jfoblio  Team  consists  of  a  MEDCAP,  ground  lo:>d  speaker 
and/or  a  movie  team,  depen  ’ing  an  the  situation,  a  cultural  drama  team, 
armed  propaganda  squad,  Qiiou  Hoi  speakers,  and  Cl  personnel.  Ti.e  to  am 
is  usually  sent  Into  the  villages  that  intelligence  sources  indicate 
have  enemy  fandlies/sympalrtisers  or  active  enemy  political  cadre. 
Coordination  is  made  with  district  headquarters  and  the  district  chief 
usually  accompanies  the  team  and  talks  to  the  people.  The  people  of  the 
village  are  given  medical  treatment, • entertainment  by  the  cultural  drama 
team  or  movies,  given  PSYQP  leaflets,  gift  packets  and  propaganda  talks 
by  the  armed  propaganda  squad  which  also  solicits  information,  weapons, 
and  arovniticn.  Cl  personnel  then  c6Uect  and  pay  rewards  for  any  inf  or- 
nation  or  weapons  that  are  turned  in*  Qa  occasions  a  part  of  the  Dlvioiai 
band  is  taken  along  to  entertain  the  people.  This  team  has  proven  highly 
effective  and  is  very  mud:  An  demand  in  the  AO  at  this  time. 

lC'a  Ralliers  and  TWo  within  the  Division  AO  are  reporting  that  they 
have  teen  subjected  to  ary  Allied  broadcasts  and  leaflet  dropB.  Host  of 
them  stated  that  they  lin',oned  t6  the  broadcasts,  road  the  leaflets  end 
belle-red  what  they  heard  end  saw.  They  also  Indicated  that  nany  of  tbair 
comrades  wished  to  rally  but  could  not  as  they 'had  no  opporttnity  because 
they  were  being  closely  watched  by  their  cadre, 

-A.  A  FSYQP  campaign  was  initiated  and  directed  at  the  Farmer's 
Association  and  its  traditional  leaders,  officials,  and  Influential 
members  in  order  to  break  che  backbone  of  the  association's  si-ppart 
of  the  VC  and  gain  its  support  for  the  G7N,  The  E3Y0P  Koblle  Team 
pl-arjj  to  visit  15-20  hamlo:s  in  each  district  to  conduct  MEXAPS, 
ecamrunity  ralliers,  to  exploit  the  Chisu  Hoi  Program,  and  to  distribute 
propaganda  material  to  motivate  the  farmers  into  realizing  that  they 
have  been  deceived  and  exploited  by  the  VC  to  support  a  futile  cause 
and  to  persuade  the  farmers  to  convince  their  VC  friends  to  rally  to 
the  GVN  through  the  Chieu  Hoi  Program*  Followup  visitations  will  be 
conducted  by  CCRD6,  the  Province  Chieu  Hcl  Center,  and  101st  Airborne 
Division  KIQP  personnel  bv  inviting  influential  farmers,  traditional 
leaders 3  and  officials  of  .he  Farmer's  Association  to  visit  Hue  to  sed 
for  themselves  what  tbs  government  has  dons  for  the  people  in  general. 
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for  the  returnees  in  particular,  and  what  it  is  continuing  to  do  for  them. 

12,  A  HSYGP  plan  has  been  formulated  by  the  Division  PSYOP  Section 
to  integrate  into  a  cohesive  effort  all  the  assets  and  resources  which  are 
available  to  persuade  the  4th  IV A  Regiment  to  rally  to  the  GVN  by 
persuading  its  members  that  they  have  been  deoeived  and  exploited  by  the 
government  of  North  Vietnam  and  lte  Ccmmnist  Allloo  to  support  an 
Imnnral,  unpopular,  and  futile  cause,  and  to  convince  than  that  their 
only  means  of  a  voiding  death  and  burial  in  a  lonely  unmarked  grave 
is  to  Chleu  Hoi  to  the  Government  of  South  Vietnam,  The  operation  vea 
initiated  on  JO  April  and  is  to  be  continued  in  throe  phases  covering 
s  period  of  about  three  months, 

0,  (C)  MEDICAL 

1.  Operations 

&.  The  326th  Medical  Battalion  continued  its  medical  support  of  the 
101st  Airborne  Division,  utilizing  the  same  policies  and  procedures  with 
the  exception  of  the  Air  Ambulance  Platoon,  "Eagle  Dust-Off"  ccnanStted 
two  aircraft  to  tho  support  cf  the  2d  Brigade  during  the  period  1  March  1969 
to  the  present.  Efforts  have  been  made  to  establish  helipads  for  one 
Durt~QTf  aircraft  at  both  FSB  WHIP  and  FSB  FURY.  As  eneuy  activity  began 
to  picl:  up,  it  became  the  aim  of  the  326th  Medical  Battalion  to  continue 
the  medical  support  fcr  the  Division  as  well  as  continue  to  be  active  in 
the  MEDCAFS  II  Program.  Local  medical  personnel  and  resources  are  cent  in— 
uously  being  integrated  into  this  program. 

b„  Logistical  The  logistical  functions  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Battalion  Supply  Officer  ‘.3-4),  326th  t'edical  Battalion,  ere  grouped  into 
two  general  areas t  Divis  ion  Modical  Supply  and  Battalion  Supply  Section, 

The  Battalion  Maint en.uice  Section  became  a  separate  staff  under  the 
airmobile  TCE, 

(1)  Maintenance!  The  addition  of  one  non -rated  chief  warrent  officer 
and  cue  school  trained  aviation  maintenance  officer  has  proven  to  be  the 
filler  in  the  gap  reported  in  this  area  last  report.  Excluding  aircraft 
lost  due  to  combat  damage,  our  aircraft  availability  has  been  an  ovetmll 
8l£  during  thi3  reporting  period.  Present  construction  cf  our  new 
maintenance  hanger  was  begun  in  April  with  a  completion  target  date  of 
17  June  1969, 

(2)  Supply  1  During  this  reporting  period,  it  has  been  the  goal  of  the 
supply  section  to  completely  update  and  check  all  property  booke,  hand 
receipts  and  clothing  records.  Frequent  liaison  visits  by  supply  personnel 
were  continued  in  order  to  facilitate  good  working  conditions  between  this 
unit  and  various  supply  points. 

(3)  Division  Medioal  Supply*  The  IMSO  section  continued  to  operate 
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from  A  Company  at  Camp  Eagle  during  this  reporting  period.  Upon  completion 
of  the  aircraft  mainioiance  hanger,  this  section  will  move  to  the 
Battalion  area  of  operation.  IMSO  haa  been  filling  an  average  of  450 
items  per  weak.  This  includes  processing  and  editing  of  incoming 
requisitions,  pulling  from  stock,  ordering  fringe  and  stookage  items, 
picking  up  from  depot  and  restocking.  DMSO  haa  been  able  to  nfclntaln 
a  931  fill, 

c.  Aeromedical  Evacuation:  The  Air  Ambulance  Plctocn  continued  to 
operate  at  full  strength  during  the  reporting  period.  Complete,  coverage 
of  the  101st  Airborne  Division  AO  was  nfcintained  with  special  emplia^ie 
on  supporting  the  2d  Brigade  during  recent  operations  in  and  around  the .A 
Shnu  Valley.  As  weather  hr.  3  turned  for  the  better,  ''Dust-Off"  Operations 
have  boon  able  to  complete  riasions  faster  and  more  efficiently.  With  the 
change  in  tactical  operati  rs  to  areas  South  of  FSB  BASTOGhE,  the  Air 
AmbuJanoe  Platoon  has  increased  its  lumber  of  hoist  miaeione  pulled  by 
almost  65$  per  month.  This  lias  caused  a  problan  in  hoist  maintenance  and 
cable  capability.  The  problems  encountered  causing  increased  cable 
maintenance  are  two '.old.  The  first  problem  is  the  tactical  losses.  This 
covers  both  the  cable  being  shot  off  by  enemy  gre.-nd  fire  and  the  necessity 
of  bloving  the  cable  when  the  aircraft  is  taking  rounds  and  the  cable 

is  lowered.  The  second  problem  Is  created  when  the  patients  grab  the 
ring  located  Just  above  the  jungle  penetrator.  Holding  onto  this 
ring  prevents  the  unhampered  twisting  of  the  penetrator  on  the  cable. 

The  penetrator  will  continue  to  twist,  but  the  added  stress  on  the  cable 
YO.ll  cause  the  cable  to  unwind.  It  also  causes  the  cable  to  kirk  insid? 
the  heist  itself,  Oxr  cables  cone  from  the  Corpus  Christ!  Bay,  located 
at  Vung  Tau  and  the  supply  is  exti*ea»3y  limited. 

d.  The  following  are  the  medical  statistics  for  326th  Medical 
Battalion  for  the  period  1  February  1969  through  3C  April  1969 i 


Total  patients  aeon  at  clearing  station.. . ...11,936 

'  *  •  v 

Total  dental  patiente . . . .  3,311 

Total  admissions., . . . . .  671 

Total  transferred.................... . . 873 

RECAPITULflTION 

HlHA . 1A1 

NBC . 1,137 

KSDlCAi  DISEASES 

Malaria . 24 
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FUO's..,,. . . .  149 

Diarrhea, .........  ...... . . . . .  553 

Skin  Diseases..,,. .......................... . . .  955 

N/P . 580 

Gastroenteritis.  . . . .  105 

Foot  Problems. .................................. ..........  316 

Heat  irij’.tries, ...........  . . . 39 

VD.. , . 3SS 

lied  Evac  Mission. . . 679 

Med  Cap  II  Total  Number  of  persons  treated,..,..,....,,...  9,122 


Medical  Supply:  712C  line  items  shipped  at  approximately  (weight) 

35,600  lbs, 

e.  Statistics  for  Support  Comparer  In  totals  of  Companies  A#  B,  C 
reflecte  February  and  March  only,  because  of  destruction  of  medical' 
facility  by  fire  and  movement  of  the  canpaoy  to  the  Camp  Eagle  area. 

K,  (C)  SIGNAL! 

During  the  reporting  period,  the  Battalion  provided  oenruniefetions 
support  to  elements  of  the  Division  in  Operation  KENTUCKY  JUMPER, 
MASSACHUSETTS  STRIKER,,  and  BRISTOL  SCOTS.  It  established  4-channel 
VHF  T,adio  systems  vrith  FSB's  ROT,  PISTCF.,  WHIP,  LASH,  PIKE,  BLAZE, 

BAST  CG  HE,  and  BERCHTESGADEN„  The  Battalion  installed  AN/ARC-121  rndioo 
into  two  tt-6  aircraft  giving  the  Division  an  airborne  radio  rot r anemia aion 
capability.  This  equipnent  waa  used  four  times 'in  the  latter  part  of 
April  in  support  of  combat  operations  in  the  AO.  The  Battalion  also 
successfully  used  a  helium-filled  ballon  to  raise  an  EM  radio  and  remote 
unit  to  an  altitude  of  400  to  500  feet,  thereby  obtaining  extended  ranees  for 
the  radio.  During  the  reporting  period,  the  Battalion  filled  30  r:\juasfcs 
for  public  address  systems,  completed  273  work  orders  for  organic  tional 
elect  routes  repair,  and  150  work  orders  for  direct  support  maintark-.'.-io 
cf  crypto  equijnent. 

L.  (0)  ENGINEER! 

lo  Operations 

a.  During  the  repenting  period,,  engineer  assets  were  heavily  comitt ed 
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to  fire  base  construction  and  improvement  in  airport  of  the  Division's 
Operation  KENTUCKY  JLHH5R.  Nine  new  fire  bases  were  constructed, ' ranging 
from  FSB  AIRBORNE,  on  the  periphery  of  the  Northern  A  Shau  Valley,  to 
FSB  SHIELD,  Seat  of  the  Laotian  border.  Several  new  0  one  tract  ion  techniques 
wore  introduced  and  proven  to  be  a  significant  contribution  to  the  Battalion1 e 
operational  effectiveneee.  Additionally!  the  Battalion' developed  and' 
expanded  its  rappelling  operations  with  the  2d  Squadron,  17th  Cavalry. 

These  operations  were  typified  by  inserting  Engineer  rappellers  with  Cavalry 
ground  troops  into  euepeoted  locations  and  planned  fire  base  sites,  late 
in  the  quarter,  the  Battalion  received  a  rating  of  "satisfactory"  on  its 
Annual  General  Inspection. 

b.  Headquarters  Company,  326th  Engineer  Battalion,  was  in  general  support 
of  the  Battalion's  three  line  companies  for  the  duration  of  the  reporting 
period.  In  that  the  equipment  platoons  are  organic  to  the  Headquarters 
Company  they  were  directly,  cr  Indirectly,  concerned  with  all  equipment 
support  of  the  Division's  area  of  operations.  From  1  February  through 
30  April,  the  following  equipment  support  was  provided  to  the  Battalion's 
line  companies  and  Division  Headquarters  1 


D7  Bulldozer 

-  570  houtu 

D5A  Dulldozor 

-  2170  hours 

H450  Bulldozer 

-  1870  hours 

Cat  ll#1  &•£  ‘sr 

•  I860  hours 

Front  Loader 

-  1700  hours 

3414  Backhoe 

-  1210  hours 

Mio-iCO 

-  190  hours 

Dump  Truck 

-  950  hours 

2jT  Dump  Truck 

-  1450  hours 

(1)  Providing 

the  above  support  in 

required  176  "Chinook"  (CH-47)  and  88  {CH-54)  "Crane"  sorties.  These 
sorties  constituted  a  96^  increase  over  the  previous  quarter's  requirements. 
The  equipment  support,  rendered  by  Headquarters  Company  was  utilized  on 
mere  than  twenty-five  fire  bases  with  (rppraxdnately  fifty  percent  of  the 
quarter's  total  effort  devoted  to  assorting  in  the  const  root  ion  of  the 
nine  new  fire  bases. 


(2)  Toward  the  olose  of  the  quarter,  Headqiarters  r 
personnel  in  techniques  Of  sectionaliaijig  its  heavy  equ 
front  loaders,  and  KRS'a,  for  movement  by  helicopter,  v 


*■  b6g&n  training 
,e.  graders, 

,v.ams  of 
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equipment,  exceeding  the  airlift  capacity  of  a  "Crane",  must  be  disassembled 
into  two  or  more  sections  before  air  movement  is  possible.  Anticipates  a 
future  requirement  for  heli-lifting  such  equipmsht.  Headquarters  Company 
performed  the  necessary  instruction  and  training,  thus  adding  to  its 
support  capabilities. 


0)  The  Headquarters  Company  also  has  the  responsibility  of  providing 
potable  water  for  divisional  troops.  Thus  the  Battalion ’maintained  water 
points  at  FSB  BIRMINGHAM,  Bridge  Number  2  near' FSB' ANZIO,  the  An  Lo 
Bridge,  and  Eagle  Beach.  During  the  quarter  3, 181, 850  gallons  of  potab-e 
water  wore  produced  arid  distributed  at  the  four  water  points.  Cther 
operations  successfully  accomplished  by  the  Headquarters  Company 
included  continuous  dust  suppression  activities  at  the  four  principal 
Brigade  and  Division  Headquarters}  reconnaissance  missions  of  tactical 
bridges  and  LOC’s}  and  engineer  design  and  drafting  of  plans  for  numerous 
base  C9mp  and  fire  base  structures,  T0C!3;  FDC:e,  bunkers,  and  towers. 

In  April,  the  enginoer  detachment  at  Fnan  Thiet,  in  support  of  the 
3/5Q6th  Infantry  Battalion,  was  reassigned  from  Company  A  to  Headquarters 
Company,  thus  improving  support  and  administrative  relationships  with  the 
Battalion. 


M*  (C)  ARMY  AVIATION: 

1.  During  the  period  from  1  February  1969  through  .30  April  1969 
the  160th  Aviation  Group  provided  continuous  aviation  support  to 
CTrbat  operations  of  the  101st  Airborne  Division.  Primary  support  to 
the  Division  involved  the  last  phase  of  operation  NEVADA  EAGIE  (1-28 
February)  and  Operation  KENTUCKY  JUMPER  whicn  ccmmaftced  on  1  Harsh  1969 
continuing  through  the  end  of  this  reporting  period.  A  major  affort  of 
KENTUCKY  JUMPER  involves  the  support  of  Operation  MASSACHUSETTS  STRIKER 
which  began  on  6  March  and  also  continues  as  of  this  date.  During  the 
last  10  clays  of  April  the  160th  Aviation  Group  has  also  been  in  support 
of  the  1st  Brigade  in  Operation  BRISTOL  BOOTS, 


2,  Concurrent  operations  supported  throughout  the  reporting  period 
Involved  the  UEMC  Operation  DEWEY  CANY  CM,  Special  Forces  F  33, 'CUM,  Project 
Delta,  ARVN  support  In  I  Corps,  selected  missions  cutside  RYN,  and  heavy 
lift  support  to  both  the  1st  Marine  Division  and  Anerlcal  Division  as  directed 
by  XXIV  Corps. 


3.  The  following  statistical  data  is  provided  for  the  reporting 


periodi 

UNIT 

HRS  FLOWN 

SCRTIES 

PAX 

TONS 

CARGO 

ACFT 

RECOVERIES 

101  AHB 

14023 

63560 

86851 

2372 

1 

158  AHB 

9999 

24185 

38054 

957 

See  Note  1  (Page  33 ) 
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158  AHB 


159  ASHE 


AH -30 

0H-6A 

IH-1H 

AH -10 

UH-.1B 

£H«6A 

CH-47B 

CIU47C 

CH-54 


TOfB 

ACFT 

UNIT 

HRS  FLCWN 

SfRTIES 

PAX 

CARGO 

RECOVERIES 

163d  Avn 

Co  3428 

9877 

7376 

0 

0 

159  ASHB 

9447 

31508 

76924 

52349 

168 

Total 

36897 

129130 

209205 

55718 

169 

Uj  IT 

TYPE 

ACFT 

A?G  M/R  t 

101  AHB 

UH-1H 

73.3* 

69.0 * 
89.0?: 
73.3* 
60,4* 
46,6* 
72.6* 
58.0* 
76,0* 
70,0* 


Note  1.  The  average  mission  readily  available  is  shown  from  the  first 
day  that  the  unit  attained  50*  availability  after  receipt  of  aircraft 
from  CONUS. 

a,  HHC:  Start  date;  6  February  1969. 

b,  CO  A*.  Start  date!  4  March  1969. 

c,  CO  B:  Start  dates  22  March  1969. 

d,  CO  Cs  Start  date!  25  February  1969* 

(1)  UH~1B«  Start  datet  18  March  1969. 

(2)  AH-iGi  Start  date!  18  April  1969, 

Note  2,  AH-1G  Cobras  were  not  received  until  7  April  1969. 
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UNIT  TYIS  ACFT  AVO  H/R  AVAIL 

CH-6A  90.05? 

163d  Avn  Co  (GS)  IH-1H  87. 05? 

CH-6A  90.0% 

U6A  19.0% 


4,  Elements  of  the  160th  Aviation  Group  participated  in  over 
450  combat  assaults  during  the  reporting  period, 

5,  109  incidents  of  ground  fire  were  recorded.  Identification 
of  incidents  by  mission  is  as  follows  I 

UH-1  CH-47  CH~54  CH-6A 

Armed  Escort  13 

Armed  Helicopter  Close  Support  2 

Troop  Carrier  Operation  24  2 

Logistical  Resupply  11  24  7 

Other  (FOB,  VR,  Sniffer,  Flare)  26 

6,  Aircraft  losses  incurred  during  operations  are  as  follows: 


DAMAGED 

DESTROYED 

TOTAL 

Combat 

31 

u 

45 

Non -Combat 

25 

7 

32 

Totals 

56 

21 

77 

7,  Direct  Support  Concept 

a.  Ch  1  April  the  Commanding  Officer,  160th  Aviation  Group, 
initiated  a  new  concept  of  placing  1  avlaticn  company  in  direct  support 

of  each  infantry  brigade,  DS  companies  deal  directly  with  their  respective 
bridge  for  all  log  and  combat  assault  requirements.  'Advantages  include 
more  responsive  aviation  support,  closer  liaison  and,  as  a  result  more 
combat  effectiveness  from  the  airmobile  unit, 

b.  The  three  aviation  companies  not  in  DS  are  considered  as 
general  support  companies.  Their  assets  are  used  to  supplement  DS  units 
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>4ren  necessary  perform  out-of-Division  miesiona  sueh  as  FOB,  CC N,  ■  end  " 
XXIV  Corps  requirements,  as  veil  as  handle  other  general  missions,  tie,, 
sniffer,  peyope,  insecticide,  and  other  staff  originated  requirement. 

N.  (U)  INFatMAIION! 

Tne  Division  Information  Office  during  the  reporting  period 
submitted  2,632  hometown  neve  releases  to  the  hanetown  center  in  Kansas 
City,  In  addition,  this  officer  has  published  seven  editions  of  the 
Division  newspaper,  "The  Screaming  Vagls,"  and  one  editlbn  of  the 
Division  magasine,  Bendery <nm  With  Deiyttpy. 

Coverage  has  been  provided  for  25  visiting  general  officers  or 
equivalent  and  support  has  been  provided  to  87  correspondents. 
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II .  Section  2.  Lessons  Learned!  Conmnier'a  Obaervatlona.  Evalua¬ 
tions  and  Recommendations. 

A.  (U)  PERSONNEL 

1*  Chaplain  Spcoe  Authorization 

a.  Observation:  TOE  Chaplain  e|&oea  within  the  Division  do  not  meet 
the  1/700  Chaplain-to-troop  ratio  for  oombat  units  as  authorized  by  AR  310-22 

b.  Evaluation:  With  a  strength  of  approximately  22,000  the  Division 

is  authorized  only  23  Chaplains.  If  the  authorized  ratio  were  adhered  to,  it 
should  be  authorized  31.  The  Division  AO  is  sizeable,  encompasses  extranely 
rugged  terrain*  and  is  characterized  by  isolated  small  unit  operations. 
Additionally,  two  separate  installations  require  assignment  of  a  Chaplain  ea*. 
Coverage  is  supplied  the  maneuver  battalions  only  by  having  combat  support 
and  combat  service  support  unit  Chaplains  take  on  more  coverage  than  normal  or 
desirable. 

c.  Recommendation:  That  TOE  of  2d/l7th  Cavalry  be  modified  to  authorize 
one  Chaplain  (Captain)  and  one  enlisted  Chaplain's  Assistent,  That  TOE  of 
Administration  Company  be  modified  to  aithorize  additional  Chaplains  and 
enlisted  assistents,  up  to  the  authorized  ratio  as  determined  by  the  strength 
of  the  Division,  to  be  utilized  based  on  need  as  determined  by  the  Division 
Chaplain. 

B  ■£)  OPERATIONS 

1.  Emergency  Extraction 

a.  Observation:  During  the  past  quarter  several  ST4B0  rigs  used  to  con¬ 
duct  emergency  extractions  were  tested  and  compared  to  the  McGuire  rig. 

b.  Evaluation:  The  STABO  rig  has  proven  to  be- greatly  superior  to  the 
McGuire  rig  in  the  test  environment .  It  i3  quicker,  safer,  and  may  be  used 
to  extract  personnel  in  a  prone  position  —  the  McGuire  rig  may  be  so  used 
only  under  the  most  ideal  of  circumstances.  The  STABO  rig  may  be  used  to  ex¬ 
tract  seriously  injured  or  unconscious  personnel  —  the  McGuire  rig  cannot  be 
so  used.  The  rig  features  a  harness  which  leaves  both  arms  free  enabling  the 
extracted  personnel  to  use  their  weapons  if  necessary. 

c.  Recommendation:  That  the  STABO  rig  be  made  available  for  testing 
and  usage  by  this  unit. 

3.  Airborne  T’ersonnel  Detector  Missions 

a.  Observation:  Airborne  Personnel  Detector  (sniffer)  missions  were  ’ 
scheduled  daily  and  were  flown  on  an  average  of  one  mission  every  two  days. 
Inflight  readings  were  relayed  to  the  supported  unit  TOC  and  were  then  given 
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to  the  artillery  for  innediate  exploitation. 

b0  Evaluation:  The  sniffer  rales  lone  were  helpful  in  pinpointing  the 
movements  of  enemy  troops  and  in  providing  fruitful  targets  fer  the  artil¬ 
lery.  Wien  sniffer  missions  were  cancelled  it  was  usually  because  gunship 
escorts  wore  not  available.  In  several  instances  the  sniffer  ship  was  de¬ 
nied  entrance  to  a  scheduled  area  because  they  could  not  get  artillery 
clearance. 

c.  Reconmemiatloni  An  alternate  area  of  coverage  should  be  designated 
in  case  the  sniffer  ship  is  denied  access  to  the  primary  zone  due  to  artil¬ 
lery  hazards.  ComnunioatJone  between  the  sniffer  ship  and  the  supported  unit 
TOC  should  be  maintained  during  a  mission  to  facilitate  innediate  response 
to  sightings  and  to  aid  in  resolving  coordination  problems  the  ship  might 
encounter  once  on  station . 

4.  Accidential  Fougasse  Ignition 

a.  Observation:  Accideritial  fougasse  ignition,  caused  by  lightning  in 
mountainous  areas  of  Vietnam,  can  be  prevented  by  removing  the  blasting  caps 
from  the  claymore 3  daily. 

b.  Evaluation t  A  problem  area  has  arisen  due  to  fougasse  explosion 
caused  by  direct  hits  of  lightning  on  FB  WHIP.  The  fougasse  barrels  were 
set  off  by  the  explosion  of  the  claymores  emplaced  behind  the  barrels.  A 
total  of  35  barrels  of  fougasse  were  prematurely  detonated  duo  to  lightning 
striking  the  top  of  FB  WHIP  on  two  separate  occasions.  The  barrels  exploded 
simultaneously  with  19  detonating  the  first  time  and  16  detonating  the 
second. 

The  standard  emplacement  is  to  bury  the  fougasse  barrel  and  claymores  l/2 
to  3/U  under  ground  and  Band  bag  the  rest  of  the  barrel  with  at  least  5 
layers  of  sand  bags,  leaving  a  small  aperture  on  the  eneny  side.  T'hl3 
procedure  was  used  at  FB  'TOP,  but  proved  unacceptable  due  to  the  violent ' 
electrical  storms  that  occur  in  this  tropical  mountainous  area  of  Vietnam. 

!fhe  problem  was  solved  by  removing  the  blasting  caps  from  the  claymores  each 
morning  and  rolling  .'p  tho  wire  to  the  command  bunker,  and  each  night  after 
the  electrical  storm,  just  prior  to  darkness,  uncoiling'the  wire  and  at-  ' 
t aching  the  blasting  caps  to  the  claymores.  To  do  this,  a  rectangular  hole, 
behind  the  burled  and  sandbagged  fougasse  barrel,  was  dug.  The  hole  was  dug 
so  that  two  claymores  could  be  taken  out  easily  and  replaced.  The  hole 
would  be  covered  up  with  two  sand  bags  when  the  blasting  caps  are  in  place. 

Since  implementing  the  emplacement  of  fougasse  with  the  removal  of  the 
blasting  cape  each  day,  no  barrels  of  fougasse  have  been  ignited  by  light¬ 
ning. 

c.  Recommendation:  That  unite  with  fougaese  on  their  perimeters, 
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remove  the  blasting  oaps  each  day.  This  will  assist  in  controlling  the 
premature  detonation  of  the  fougasse  due  to  a  lightning  strike, 

5.  Tube  Artillery  Support 

a.  Observation!  Problems  involving  tube  artillery  supoort  during 
airmobile  operations, 

b.  Evaluation!  The  Division  Artillery  Executive  Officer  presented 

a  formal  briefing  to  all  aviators  within  this  battalion  concerning  artil¬ 
lery  support,  problems  and  hazards.  This  class  was  vary  detailed,  and 
served  a  valuable  purpose  in  alleviating  the  fear  of 'being  hit  by  friendly 
artillery  fire,  etc.,  while' flying  throughout  the  AO,  The  artillery  ad¬ 
visory  system  waa  discu-'  ad,  check  fire  methods  elaborated  upon,  which  In¬ 
clude  primarily  that  the  requirement  for  check  fires  is  very  remote,  if 
flight  route  planning  takes  advantage  of  the  artillery  positions,  and  not 
overfly  these  areas  along  the  flight  route. 

c.  Reconmendatloni  That  all  incoming  aviators  be  required  to  attend 
a  briefing  on  aviation  hazards  from  artillery  which  would  be  given  by 
Division  Artillery  personnel. 

6.  Aircraft  losses 

a.  Observation!  A  substantial  number  of  UH-1  aircraft  are  lost 
through  blade  strike  and  stump  damage  while  operating  in  dangerous  and 
poorly  selected  IZ'a. 

b.  Evaluation:  The  160th  Aviation  Croup  has  suffered  loss  of  aircraft 
due  to  main  rotor  blade  strikes  and  tail  rotor  blade  strikes  in  pickup 
zones  and  landing  /.ones.  It  Is  recognized  that,  in  the  event  of' an  emer¬ 
gency,  standards  ol  selection  must  be  somewhat  relaxed.  However,  on  a  re¬ 
curring,  planned  operational  basis,  landing  zones  and  pickup  zoneB  should 
be  selected  in  accordance  with  established  standards.  Allowance  must  be 
made  for  a  buffer  factor  in  blade  clearance.  As  much  as  possible,  the  PZ 
and  LZ  should  allow  ior  a  normal  or  at  the  most  a  steep  appropch  a9  opposed 
to  a  vertical  take  off  and  landing,  Jifter  a  PZ  and  IZ  is  occupied,  maximum 
effort  should  be  made  to  improve  the  site.  The  size  should  be  increased 
and  landing  and  departure  lanes  cleared, 

c.  Recommendation :  That  aviation  personnel  be  given  an  active  role  in 
selecting  landing  and  pickup  zones.  That  ground  conranders  at  all  levels 
do  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  continually  improving  zones  after 
occupation. 

7.  Chainsaws 

a.  Observation!  The  chainsaw  is  the  nest  critical  item  of  equiresent 
during  the  initial  phase  of  fire  base  construction. 
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b.  Evaluation:  ’’Stparienoe  has  shown  that  a  minimum  of  eight  chain-' 
eaws  are  required  per  platoon  during  construction  of  a  fire  support  base* 
Under  normal  conditions  six  chainsaws  will  be  in  use  at  one  time  with  two 
in  reserve .  Maxinum  results  are  achieved  when  two  personnel  are  assigned 
per  Saw.  One  man  operates  the  saw  while  the  other  clears  underbrush, 
notches  trees,  and  carriee  the  resupply  of  gas  and  oil.  The  practice  of 
using  two  men  per  saw  permits  operator  rotation,  ’bcperience  shown  a  high 
mortality  rate  of  certain  chainsaw  parts)  i.e,  starter  rewinds,  guide  bare, 
chains  and  carburetors. 

c.  Rsoomaandatiom  Personnel,  properly  trained  in  operation  and  main¬ 
tenance  procedures,  should  be  assigned  in  two -man  teams  during  fire  base 
construction.  The  following  PUL  is  recommended  per  eight  chainsaws t 


chainsaw  blade 
starter  rewind 
guide  bar 
carburetor 
magneto 
spark  plug 


-  6  each 

-  6  each 

-  2  each 

-  3  eaoh 

-  3  each 

-  2  each 


Two  chainsaws  should  receive  a  maintenance  stand  down  each  day.  By  using 
this  procedure  a  dead  lined  chainsaw  can  be  exchanged  for  a  reserve  with 
little  or  no  loss  of  work  time. 


8 .  land  Clearing 


a.  Observation:  the  amount  and  placement  of  demolitions  is  inversely 
proportional  to  the  requirement  for  engineer  equipment  used  in  fire  base 
construction. 

b.  Evaluation:  In  clearing  trees  and  bush  vegetation  during  fire  base 
construction,  there  is  a  dependent  relationship  between  demolitions,  chain¬ 
saw,  and  bulldozer  requirements ■  It  is  operationally  conceivable  that 

any  one  of  the  three  items  could  be  eliminated  by  an  increase  in  the  other 
two.  Fcr  instance,  demolitions  are  not  required  but  there  is  such  a  groat 
increase  in  chainsaw  and  bulldozer  work  that  the  time  required  for  con¬ 
struction  becomes  too  great.  However,  by  increasing  the  amount  of  demoli¬ 
tion::,  it  is  possible  to  decrease  the  chainsaw  and  bulldozer  effort.  This 
has  brought  about  the  "propping of  fire  base  sites  with  large  quantities 
of  ordnance.  Once  on  the  site,  employment  of  shaped  charges  followed  by 
cratering  charges  would  result  in  greater  clearing  per  pound  of  explosives .  \ 

4  I 

c.  Recomsendation :  Following  fire  base  "prepping",  shaped  charges 

should  be  enqplaced  and  detonated  on  ridge  lines  arid  hilltops,  creating  ! 

email  craters.  Subsequently,  cratering  charges  should  be  placed  in  the  j 

craters  and  detonated,  resulting  in  an  uprooting  of  heavy  timbers,  destruc¬ 
tion  of  light  vegetation  and  levelling  the  high  ground.  The  end  result 
will  be  a  lowering  of  high  elevations  and  a  widening  of  flat  areas.  These  5 
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activities  should  be  conducted  with  a  minimum  number  of  personnel*  One  or 
two  bulldozers  should  then  be  airlifted  to  finish  and  level  prepared  areas 
while  chainsaws  clear  aircraft  approaches,  etc. 

C.  (U)  TRAINING 

1.  Radio  Relay  and  Carrier  Attendants  (MOS  31M) 

a*  Observation!  Newly  trained  Radio  Relay  and  Carrier  Attendants  (MDS 
31M)  are  unfamiliar  with  the  AN/TCC-3  and  AN/GRC-10  used  by  the  Airmobile 
Divieion  Signal  Battalion.  This  requires  further  training  of  the  individuale 
before  they  can  be  utilized. 

b.  Evaluation:  Students  in  the  31M  course.  Ft,  Gordon,  are  not  riven 
sufficient  exposure  to  Airmobile  Signal  Equipment. 

c.  Recommendation:  That  more  emphasis  be  given  to  Airmobile  Signal 
Equipment  during  the  formal  training  of  Radio  Relay  and  Carrier  Attendants. 

2 .  Ambush  Execution 

a.  Observation:  The  average  US  soldier  should  be  better  trained  in  the 
techniques  of  ambush  execution  prior  to  his  arrival  in  RVN. 

b.  Evaluation:  This  Division  has  had  notable  success  in  ambush  oper¬ 
ations,  but  reports  continue  to  indicate  that  numerous  ambushes  have  been 
executed  against  enemy  forces  with  poor  or  negative  results,  mainly  due  to 
individual  actions.  After  action  recorts  and  interviews  confirm  that  a 
majority  of  the  unsuccessful  ambushes  can  be  attributed  t6  detection  of  the 
ambush  by  the  enemy  and  their  appropriate  countermeasures,  such  as  immediate 
withdrawal  or  circumvention  and,  in  isolr.ted  cases,  aggressive  counterambush 
techniques.  A  significant  number  of  unsuccessful  ambushes  can  also  be  at¬ 
tributed  to  improper  techniques  in  the  use  of  weapons  and  other  ambush  ord¬ 
nance.  Recurring  deficiencies  are  improper  placement  of  claymores,  inaccur¬ 
ate  small  arms  fire  at  night  and  misuse  of  trip  flares.  Unit  training  al¬ 
leviates  some  of  the  problems,  but  education  is  a  slow  process  and  costly  in 
terras  of  results  during  the  learning  period.  Though  well  versed  in  the  phil¬ 
osophy  and  concept  of  the  ambush,  the  soldier  at  times  fails  to  execute  the 
fundamentals  with  disastrous  results. 

c.  Recommendation:  That  greater  emuhasis  be  given  to  the  practice  1 
application  of  thB  techniques  of  ambush  execution  in  all  pertinent  programs 
of  instruction  to  include  BCT  and  AIT, 

3.  Rappelling  Training 

a.  Observation:  Rappelling  and  McGuire  Rig  Training  for  aero  rifle  and 
air  cavalry  personnel  is  needed  in  CONUS, 
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b.  Evaluation  Our  air  cavalry  troops  wore  deployed  to  Vietnam  without 
training  in  rappelling  and  extraction  with  the  HoOulre  Rig  which  ie  a  major 
aepcot  of  their  operations.  This  haa  caused  a  earlouo  delay  In  mission 
assignment  while  the  personnel  went  through  an  Intensive  training  process. 

o.  Re oo  Emendation:  That  all  deploying  Air  Cavalry  units  be  required  to 
conduct  this  training  for  all  olr-<rew  membere  and  Aero  Riflemen  and  that 
this  training  be  included  in  the  appropriate  ATP'e, 

D .( CJINTEI  LIPENC  5 

1.  Editing  of  Document  Readouts 

a.  Observationt  Document  readouts  have  occasionally  been  unclear  be¬ 
cause  of  the  ambiguities  caused  by  translation. 

b.  Evaluation!  Ambiguity  in  translation  of  document  readouts  has  been 
eliminated  by  the  new  procedures  of  utilising  only  a  qualified  lingulet 
for  the  task  of  editing  document  readouts. 

c.  Recommendation!  That  the  use  of  this  procedure  be  continued. 

2.  Evaluation  of  Document  Readouts 

a.  Observation!  Conments  on  document  readouts  by  9th  ARVf’  MID  personnel 
have  not  always  been  consistent  with  lOlet  OB  holdings, 

b.  Evaluation!  Tho  inconsistency  of  9th  ARVf!  MID  conments  on  document 
readouts  has  been  greatly  reduced  by  the  recently  inaugurated  practice  of 
having  draft  copies  eent  to  lOlet  OB  Section  for  thoir  comment  prior  to 
publication  of  the  readout. 

c.  Recommendation!  That  this  practice  be  continued  with  all  readouts 
containing  9th  ARVf.'  MID  comnenta. 

3.  Information  and  Operations  Security 

a.  Observation:  Casual  discussion  of  pending  Division  operations  in 
unauthorized  places  such  ca  clubs,  laundries  and  barbershops  greatly  in¬ 
creased  the  possibility  of  the  eneny  gaining  knowledge  of  the  operations. 

b.  Evaluation:  The  areas  mentioned  aoove  are  locations  -where  local 
nationals  and  Third  Country  Nationals  are  normally  employed.  Also  present 
in  these  areas  are  numerous  U.S.  personnel  who  have  no  need  to  know  about 
operations.  While  all  Indigenous  personnel  are  required  to  possess  an  AWN 
Military  Security  Service  (MSS)  clearance,  the  clearance  itself  does  not 
guarantee  the  complate  reliability  of  the  individuals  concerned.  Established 
security  checks  and  control  procedures  do  not  in  themselves  prevent  the  enemy 
from  exploiting  members  of  tfa  on-post  indigenous  labor  fores  in  regard  to 
U.S.  operations,  activities  and  intentions.  Unguarded  conversation  in  the 
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presence  of  indigene. as  employees  serves  only  to  assist  th:  eneny  in  gaining 
critical  information  about  U.S.  operations  and  intentions. 

0.  Recommendation t  Cosmanders  at  all  levels  should  stress  the  risks 
inherent  in  discussing  Division  operational  intentions  with  individuals  who 
have  no  need  to  know  of  euoh  operations,  with  special  emphasis  placed  on 
seourity  in  the  presence  of  Local  National  Eiaployees .  Commander*  should 
remenfcer  that  established  security  procedures  for  information  security  and 
control  of  local  Nationals,  are  only  as  effective  as  they  are  enforced. 

4.  AN/US  Q42  Problems 

a„  Observation:  Personnel  operating  portable  AN/US  Q42  were  having 
problems  maintaining  portables,  interpreting  sensor  readouts  and  passing 
readout  information  to  the  artillery  for  action.  The  time  periods  between 
when  the  eenecr  was  activated  and  the  artillery's  TOT  were  often  on  long 
that  the  resullo  cf  any  mission  were  negligible. 

b.  Evaluation:  CONUS  trained  personnel  began  arriving  and  were  used 
to  further  train  OJT  personnel  in  maintaining  portables.  Instruction  was 
also  given  on  interpreting  of  digital  sheets.  Operators  were  trained  in 
recognising  patterns  necessary  to  detect  enemy  personnel.  No  activations 
were  rone.  1  from  the  emplaced  MAG3DS-DT-368/fiSQ,  The  M»GIUS  were  probably 
inpropc.  lw  ^placed  and  tha  result  was  that  the  sensor  modules  polarized 
thems*  vea , 

c.  Roconmendations:  In  order  to  facilitate  readout  time,  sensors  em- 
laced  in  a  string  should  be  emplaced  so  that  their  identity  codee  run  in 
sequence  —  19-20-21,  etc.  This  will  simplify  the  monitoring  process  at 

the  monitoring  station.  If  possible,  in  conjunction  with  this,  the  personnel 
who  arc  encoding  censor  devices  should  strive  to  put  different  codes  on 
sensor?  to  be  moriitnred  from  the  same  station.  Thn  should  be  done  even  if 
the  serujor  devices  are  01  different  channels.  Personnel  emplacing  seneora 
should  receive  additional  instruction  in  the  enplacement  of  the  M*OIDS-DT- 
3 66 /G SC.  The  external  sensor  cables  ehould  be  placed  so  that  they  form 
perpendicular  angles  with  the  Satellite  wire.  If  they  are  erj\Laced  within 
two  fact  of  the  satellite  wire,  polarization  occurs.  Personnel  emplacing 
KAGIDS  bhould  be  informed  of  thin  and,  If  possible,  participate  in  a  practice 
exercise  In  emplacing  the  IIAGIDS,  Most  of  these  problaas  are  minor  ar.d  can 
be  solve!  by  giving  the  psrsonnel  involved  more  training.  The  instructors 
for  thjua  training  periods  should  bo  qualified  In  thj  sensor  field  and, 
if  possible,  at  least  one  CONUS  trained  individual  ehould  be  assigned  to 
each  asuitorlng  sita.  Those  suggestions  would  simplify  the  monitoring  process 
and  expedite  fire  missions. 

5.  lC)  JOOISTIC5 

1.  Color  Coding  Collapsible  Drums 
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a.  Observation  1  liquids  transported  in  oollapcible  drums  has  become 
contaminated  when  different  types  of  liquids  were  placed  in  the  same  drum. 

b.  Evaluation*  The  instances  of  contamination  can  be  preatlv  reduced 
by  color  coding  the  drama.  This  color  coding  can  be  accomplished  b^  paint in# 
the  metal  rims  of  tha  drums  a  distinctive  color  indicating  the  type  liquid 

it  contains, 

c.  Recommendations  j  That  all  units  transporting  liquids  in  collapsible 
drama  color  code  the  drums  as  well  as  writing  on  the  drum  the  type  of 
liquid  transported. 

2.  Major  Assemblies  for  Truck,  £  ton.  K151 

a.  Observation;  Major  assemblies  for  this  vehicle  are  difficult  to 
obtain  causing  excessive  "down  time"  throughout  the  Division.  The  source 
of  supply  is  rebuild  facilities. 

b.  Evaluation;  Rebuild  facilitiee  are  unable  to  keep  up  with  demands 
from  the  field  due  to  the  lack  of  rebuildable  assets. 

c.  Racomnendetlon;  That  these  assemblies  be  put  on  a  direct  exchange 
baaie.  To  initiate  the  program,  each  Division  and  major  unit  should  be 
issued  a  stookags  of  serviceable  afleesobllos*  Whan  &  eerviceable  assembly 
is  used  in  a  vehicle,  the  unserviceable  one  can  be  directly  exchanged  for 
anothor  that  is  serviceable. 

3.  Forward  POL  Points 

a.  Observation;  Forward  POL  points. 

b.  Evaluat lone :  Under  the  airmobile  concept  most  aviation  unite  are 

equipped  with  POL  equipment  fo**  purpose  of  establishing  forward  refueling 
points  for  organic  aircraft.  .  .  an  Airmobile  Division  will  normally  be 

operating  in  an  extensive  area  oi  operation,  it  is  important  that  strategic¬ 
ally  located  refueling  points  be  established  to  be  used,  not  by  one  unit 
alone,  but  by  all  aircraft  operating  in  the  vicinity  of  that  point.  ,rhile  tha 
rearming  capability  may  rot  be  organic  to  certain  aviation  units,  every  at- 
tanpt  should  be  male  to  establish  combined  rearm/ refuel  points  wherever 
practical. 

c.  Reconmendation;  In  the  establishment  of  rearm/ refuel  oointe  the 
following  must  be  accomplished  to  insure  success; 

(l)  A  thorough  recom&isaanoe  to  ascertain  the  number  of  refueling 
points  the  area  is  capable  of  handling. 

'2)  A  determination  of  the  approximate  number  of  aircraft  that  will  be 
using  the  point  daily  must  be  made  so  that  a  stockage  level  can  be  estimated. 
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The  ?.ogistlcal  operators  of  the  point  must  coordinate  daily  with  operations 
peieonnel  to  determine  anticipated  increases  in  utilisation  of  the  point. 

(3)  Analyze  daily  consumption  rate?  in  both  refuel  and  ammunition  to 
determine  a  daily  utilization  figure.  Based  on  this  analysis,  daily  reBupply 
amounts  can  be  programmed  into  the  daily  logistical  requirements.  However, 
coordination  with  the  resupply  agency  must  be  affected  to  establish  emer¬ 
gency  resupply  back-up  in  case  of  unprogranmed  utilization  of  the  point. 

(h)  Effective  communications  must  be  established  between: 

(a)  Point  and  staff  agency  that  coord ina tee  with  resupply  agency. 

(b)  Point  and  resupply  sganoy. 

(c)  logistical  resupply  aircraft. 

It,  Guns  hip  Support  of  CH-47  Vertical  Resupply  Sorties 

a.  Observation:  Logistical  sorties  to  develop  fire  bases  in  denee  Jungle 
terrain  frequently  results  in  considerable  risk  to  CH-2,7  crews  and  aircraft. 

At  these  times  gunehip  support  Is  needed  to  counter  the  threat  of  hostile 
ground  fire  and  to  suppress  it  whan  it  occurs . 

b  Evaluation:  Security  of  re3upply  vehicles  is  a  responsibility  of 
the  pi-ovlding  unit  not  the  requesting  unit  (e.g.  GS  truck  battalions  receive 
movement  requects  and  arrange  security  from  within  organic  ausete).  The  same 
tcolmique  should  alsc  apply  to  aviation  lorlstital  support  since  ths  request¬ 
ing  ur.lt  is  rcrraUy  a  support  unit  which  has  neither  the  moans  to  control  nor 
the  authority  to  deploy  tactical  alr^crelt  in  bPirade  areas  of  operation, 

c.  Re-rounendatiou:  It  is  recommended  that  the  160th  Aviation  Group  be 
required  to  arrange  for,  cr  prcvjde,  gunship  support  of  logistical  sorties  in 
coordination  with  the  brigade  wlxjse  area  of  operation  includes  the  LE/PZ  in 
question. 

5.  Unit  Distribution  of  Supplies 

a.  vibservation:  During  the  reporting  period  DL'OOM  initiated  a'syetem 
of  uni c  distribution  of  all  claoces  of  supply,  with  minor  exceptions,  to 
rolievc  supported  units  of  the  need  to  draw^  apot,  =nd  rig  helicopter  sling 
loade.  Under  this  system,  FSSE’s  receive  requests  for  supplies  and  then 
perform  all  functions  which  includej  issue,' spotting  loads,  rlrging  and  in- 
snecting  loads,  arranging  for  CH-L7  aortieB,  and  controlling  CH-47  sorties 
delivering  the  requested  supplies  to  the  designated  FSB. 

b.  Evaluation:  Unit  distribution  has  proved  to  be  an  effective  method 
of  supporting  maneuver  and  combat  support  units  of  this  Division.  Py  using 
DISCOH  assets  and  personnel,  supported  units  are  relieved  of  the  major  burden 
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of  reeupply  functions.  To  effectively  operate  a  unit  dictribution  system 
it  is  essential  thai.  all  supply  requests  in  a  hripade  *0  be  monitored  by  the 
brigade  S4  so  that  appropriate  priorities  can  be  assigned.  In  addition,  it 
is  important  that  air  items  and  collapsible  drums  be  backhauled  to  FERE  Hook 
pads  in  an  aggressive  manner  to  preclude  disruption  of  support. 

c.  Roconr.rndationi  That  brigade  S4  establish  priorities  for  all  supplies 
consumed  within  the  brigade  AO,  Also  that  aggressive  procedures  be  insti¬ 
tuted  by  all  divisional  units  to  insure  the  timely  backhaul  of  air  items  and 
collapsible  drums. 

F.  (U)  ORGANIZATION 

None 

G.  (U)  SIGNAL 

1.  Intercom  in  LOH-6 

a.  Observation)  The  intercom  and  transmission  canabllity  for  passengers 
in  the  rear  seat  of  LOH-6  is  unsatisfactory. 

b.  Evaluations  The  rsar  seat  passenger  has  difficulty  communicating  with 
personnel  in  the  front  seats  of  the  I0H  and  is  unable  to  transmit  to  other 
stations.  An  intercom  solution  has  bean  to  modify  a  headset  so  that  one  eide 
ia  plugged  into  the  LOH  intercom  and  tho  other  side  is  plugged  into  an  AN/PRC- 

25 » 

c.  Recoixjendation:  That  a  suitable  intercom  system  be  developed  for  the 
LOH-6. 

2,  Battory  Lec'.-age 

a.  Observation,  Radio  sets  A.tT/PRC— 25,  AN/PRL  -77,  e  nd  secure  voice 
equipment  KY-38  have  been  damaged  by  leaking  dry  battery,  BA3B6/PRC , 

b.  Evaluation;  Battery  leakage  damage  is  earned  by  prolonged  storage 
of  the  radio  or  security  equipment  without  removing  the  battery, 

c.  Recomnendat  con :  All  ccnmsndera  should  inov.ro  that  batteries  are 
removed  when  radio  or  security  equipment  is  stored  or  turned  in  for  main¬ 
tenance. 


H.  (U)  MAINTENANCE 

Hone 

I.  (U)  PSYCHOLOGICAL  OPERATION-VCIVTC  ACTION 
1.  Distribution  of  Food  and  Clothing 

Prt- 


V  avjt  \  HtU 


AVDO-OC 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lnssons  Learned,  101st  Airborne  division 
lor  Period  Tending  30  ftpril  1969,  PCS  C.EFOR-65  (Hi) 

a.  Observation:  Vhen  giving  out  clothes  to  refugee  camp  inhabitants, 
there  have  been  instances  of  confuoion  and  loss  of  control  of  the  situation 
duo  to  lack  of  prior  planning, 

b.  Evaluation:  Mich  of  this  problem  stems  from  the  method  by  which  the 
clothes  are  issued.  The  lack  of  a  definite  listing  of  families  with  the 
number  of  people  in  each  family,  their  ages  and  sex  has  caused  countless 
good  will  efforts  to  fall  short  of  their  intended  mark. 

c.  Recommendation:  The  following  guide  lines  should  help  to  produce 
correct  distribution  practices . 

(1)  First  know  that  you  have  enough  goods  to  distribute  to  all  the  target 
families. 

(2)  Next  approach  the  Vietnamese  Official  in  the  refugee  camp  or  villare, 
and  request  a  detailed  list  of  families,  by  name,  with  the  number  of  people 

in  each  family,  their  ages  and  sex, 

(3)  Then  prior  to  entering  the  hamlet  or  refugee  camp  break  down  the 
goods  into  family  lots  and  bag  then  in  clean  Band  bags.  Place  a  simple 
shipping  tag,  with  the  family  name  on  the  bag  and  have  the  camp  chiof 
choose  an  appropriate  time  and  placo  for  distribution.  Make  it  a  dignified 
occasion  and  the  people  will  apcreciate  it. 

(i.)  The  local  AKVN  military  leader  should  be  present  to  emphasize 
the  ro]e  of  the  Vietnamese  Government  in  the  program,  ’‘ith  a  little  added 
time  in  the  preparation  stage  of  the  dlstiioution,  the  benefits  car.  be  many 
and  the  good  will  results  from  suoh  steps  will  carry  over  to  any  US  and  ARVN 
units  wxthin  the  area. 
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DA,  HQ,  XXIV  Corps,  APO  San  Francisco  96308  1?JUN  Ub- 

TO:  Commanding  General,  United  States  Army,  Vietnam,  APO  96375 

1.  (U)  The  ORLL  of  the  101st  Airborne  Division  has  been  reviewed  at  HQ,  XXIV 
Corps  and  is  forvardod  in  accordance  with  USARV  Reg  525-15. 

2.  (C)  Ebccept  as  noto-.l  below,  HQ,  XXIV  Corpu  concurs  withou*  further  comment  on 
Corr 'ander 1 s  observations,  evaluations  and  recommendations  listed  in  Section  2  of 
the  report.  Comments  follow: 

a.  Reference  Section  I,  Operations,  Significant  Activities. 

(1)  Paragraph  Elc,  page  11.  In  addition  to  unconfirmed  agent  reports 
mentlone 1  in  the  ORLL,  more  substantial  informrtion  from  interrogation  re¬ 
ports  and  documents  led  to  locating  the  90th  Regt  in  Quan^  Ham  Idovince. 

(2)  Paragraph  Eld,  page  11.  Contact  with  elements  of  the  9th  Pagt  during 
March  and  Aoril  resulted  in  an  estimated  150-200  casualties  to  the  816th  Rn/9th 
Regt,  rendering  that  unit  marginally  effective  or  less.  Indie-  tions  are  that 
the  815th  Bn/9')h  Regt  also  suffered  approximately  100  casualties  from  the  en¬ 
gagements,  thus  substantially  reducing  its  combat  effectiveness. 

b.  Reference  Section  2,  Lessons  Learned. 

(1)  Paragraph  31 ,  page  36,  Emergency  Extraction.  Recommend  unit  sutmit  a 
request  for  the  device  through  appropriate  channels. 

(2)  Paragraph  B5,  page  38,  Tube  Artillery  Support. 

(a)  Detailed  briefings  concerning  artillery  support,  problems  and  hazards 
would  be  very  beneficial  for  both  air  crews  end  ground  personnel. 

(b)  Recommend  that  the  detailed  artillery  briefing  be  included  in  the  in- 
country  orientation  for  newly  assigned  aviators. 

(3)  Paragraph  D4,  page  42  AN/US  042  Problems. 

(a)  Although  it  is  generally  proper  to  emplace  sensors  on  a  string  so  that 
identity  codes  are  sequential,  an  exception  occurs  in  the  case  oi  an  external 
device  or  verifying  sensor  such  as  a  MAUD  or  PIRID.  Using  an  out-of- sequence 
number  on  such  a  device  enables  the  operator  to  verify  the  target  more  rapidly. 

(b)  Monitoring  different  channels  fron  the  same  station  is  improper  pro¬ 
cedure,  since  the  operator  must  switch  channels  on  the  readout  device.  All 
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sensors  in  the  same  string  on  the  same  portatale  station  should  be  on  the  same 
channel . 

(4)  Paragraph  E4,  page  44,  Qunship  Support  of  CH-4?  Vertical  Resupply 
Sorties.  Recomnend  that  the  aviation  company  in  direct  support  of  each 
brigade  coordinate  gunship  escorte  for  cargo  aircraft  when  the  tactical  sit¬ 
uation  indicates  the  need  for  additional  aeourity. 

(5)  Paragraph  Q1,  page  45,  Intercom  L0H6.  A  light  weight  console  has  been 
developed  for  the  LOH  and  is  expected  to  become  available  in  United  quantities 
in  the  near  future. 

FOR  THE  COMMAND  Us 

H  R.TA^tOR 

C  P  T  '  A  vj  C 
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HP APOUA/.T:  TG ,  UNITED  GTAV’S  AD 2-1 Y ,  VIITKAK,  APO  San  Francisco  96375 


TO:  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army,  Pacific,  ATTN:  C'POP-DT, 

APC  96558 

1.  (U)  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  H.eport-Lessons 

Learned  for  the  quarterly  period  ending  30  April  1969  from  Headquarters, 
101st  Airborne  Division. 


2.  (C)  Comments  follow: 

a.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Chaplain  Space  Authorization," 
section  II,  page  36,  paragraph  Al. 

(1)  Concur  with  the  recommendation  that  the  2/l7th  Air  Cavalry  Squadron 
be  authorized  one  Chaplain  (Captain)  and  one  enlisted  Chaplain’s  Assistant. 

The  recommendation  is  applicable  to  all  Air  Cavalry  Squadrons  and  therefore 
is  in  line  with  the  USARV  Standardization  Program.  The  unit  is  advised  to 
submit  a  proposed  KT0T  to  this  headquarters  in  accordance  with  established 
procedures . 

(2)  Viilh  respect  to  the  recommendation  that  the  TOP,  of  the  Administrative 
Company  be  modified  to  authorize  additional  Chaplains  and  enlisted  assistants 
based  on  a  1:700  Chaplain-to-troop  ratio  as  indicated  in  AH  310-32;  nonconcur. 
The  1:700  Chaplain-to-troop  ratio  is  a  general  yardstick  used  to  establish 
Chaplain  space  authorizations.  The  Chaplain  support  available  to  this  Div¬ 
ision  is  generally  in  line  with  support  provided  other  similar  organizations 
in  KVN . 

b.  (C)  Deference  4tem  concerning  "Dnergency  Detraction, "  section  II, 
page  36,  paragraph  Dl;  concur.  Testing  of  the  S7AE0  rig  has  been  accomplished 
by  the  5th  Special  Forces  Group.  The  STABO  rig  is  scheduled  for  delivery  to 
the  101st  Airborne  Division,  however  the  exact  time  frame  for  delivery  has 
not  been  established. 

c.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Accidental  Fougasse  Ignition,"  section 
II,  page  37,  paragraph  BA;  nonconcur.  A  simple  shunt  device,  installed  at  the 
battery  end  of  the  wire,  will  prevent  lightning  from  prematurely  setting  off 
electric  blasting  caps. 

d.  (U)  Deference  item  concerning  "Tube  Artillery  Support, "  section  II, 
page  38,  paragraph  35 J  concur.  The  briefing  is  required  by  USAiV  "Regulation 
95-26,  Appendix  I. 

e.  (U)  Deference  item  concerning  "Chainsaws,"  section  II,  page  38,  para¬ 
graph  B7;  concur.  Proper  maintenance  and  operator  training  will  insure  maxi¬ 
mum  availability  of  equipment .  The  recomnended  PLL  appears  to  be  excessive 
in  quantity  and  should  be  supported  by  demand  experience.  No  further  action 
required  by  this  or  higher  headquarters. 
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f,  (U;  deference  item  concerning  "hajor  assemblies  for  Truck,  £  ton, 
1.151,"  section  il,  page  4J,  paragraph  t/;  concur,  major  assemblies  for  the 
t  ton  truck  are  direct  exchange  (Da;  items  anc  should  De  placed  in  the  DX 
Bystem.  Itequirea  repairs  will  be  accomplishes  by  using  available  new  repair 
parts  or  parts  obtained  from  cannioalization  points.  The  prompt  turn-in  of 
repairable  major  assemblies  is  necessary  to  insure  an  adequate  supply  of 
serviceable  assemblies .  No  further  action  is  required  by  tliis  or  higher 
headquarters , 

f .  (0)  deference  item  concerning  "Intercom  in  LOH-6,"  section  II, 

page  45,  paragraph  G1 ;  concur.  hkO  55-1 520-2 14-J0/1 9  and  JO/29  will  be 
applied  to  improve  the  intercom  system  as  soon  as  they  become  available. 

An  mNSlIju.  request  has  been  submitted  for  an  aircraft-powered  lightweight 
command  and  control  console  for  the  back  seat  passenger.  As  an  interim 
measure  a  battery  powered  console  designed  around  the  AN/PhC  77  radio  is 
being  locally  fabricated  and  tested.  Mo  further  action  is  required  by 
higher  headquarters, 

r'Oh  The,  uU  a- wl'lijuh: 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


GPOP-DT  (22  May  69)  3d  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  101st  Airborne  Division 

for  Period  Ending  3u  April  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  2  60 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development, 
Department  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

This  headquarters  has  evaluated  subject  report  ana  forward¬ 
ing  indorsements  and  concurs  in  the  report  as  indorsed. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


lPT,  agC 

*»»t  AO 


Incloaure  1  (Task  Organisation)  to  ORLL,  101st  Airborne  r>i vision 
for  Period  Ending  30  April  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl)  (U) 

1st  Brigade.  101st.  Abn  Piv  2d  Brigade,  101st  Abn  Div 


HHC,  1-101 

1- 327  Inf 

2- 327  Inf 
2-502  Inf 

2- 320  Arty  (-)  (DS) 

A/326  Engr  (-)  (DS) 

FSSE  (Fwxi  Serv  Spt  Elm) 

A/326  Med 
B/801  Mailt 
l/A/426  S&5 
1/265  HRC 
1/101  MP  Co 
FST/A/501  Sig 
TACP  20  TASS 
42  Inf  Pit  (Set  Dog) 

557  Inf  Pit  (Cbt  Trackers) 
Team  101  MI  Dot 

3- 5  Cav  (-)  (OPCON) 

0/2-34  Armor  (-)  (OPCON) 
A/101  AHB 

3d  Brigade «  IPl3t  A.bn  Dir 

HHC,  3-101 

1- 506  Inf 

2- 506  Inf 

3- 187  Inf 
2-319  Arty  (DS) 

B  Co  (-)  326  Engr  (DS) 
FSSE 

C/326  Med 

D/801  Maint  ✓ 

3/A/426  S&S 
3/265  RHC 
3/101  MP  Co 
53  Inf  Pit  (Set  Dog) 

Team  101  MI  Det 
FST/A/501  Sig 
TACP  20  TASS 
25  PI  Dot 

Plt/E/3-5  Cav  (OPCON) 
Plt/C/2-34  Armor  (OPCON) 
A/153  AHB 


HHC,  2-101 

1- 501  Inf 

2- 501  Inf 
1-502  Inf 
1-321  Arty  (DS) 

C/326  Engr  (DS) 

FSSE 

B/326  Mod 
C/801  Maint 
2/A/426  S&S 
2/265  RPC 
2/101  MP  Co 
47  Inf  Pit  (Set  Dog) 
Team  101  Ml  Det 
FST/A/501  Sig 
TACP  20  TAlSS 
34  PI  Det 
e/101  AHB 


160  Avn  Go,  101st  Abn  Dlv 

HHC,  160  Avn  Gp 
101  AHB 

158  AHB 

159  ashb 

163  Avn  Co 

478  Am  Co  (-)  (CII-54A)  (OPCON) 

359  Avn  Supi  Det 

382  Trans  Det 

273  Trans  Dob 

159  Trons  Dei 

169  Trans  Det 

168  Trans  Det 

625  Trans  Dot 

327  Trans  Det 

499  Trans  Dot 

510  Trans  Dot 

516  Trans  Det 

527  Trans  Det 

530  Trans  Det 

649  Trans  Det 


s*. 

v  \  t\L. 


Incl  1 


CCAVS*  \  tiEUOT  (. 

Inslprv.ro  I  (Task  Organization)  to  ORLL,  101st  Airborm  Division 
for  Period  Ending  30  April  1969,  RCS  CSFCR-65  (Rl)  (U) 


Division  Artillery.  lOlat  Ab:t  Dlv  D:fr  felon  Troop  a 


HHB  101  Division  ArtiUeiy 
4-77  Arty  (ARA) 

650  Trans  Dot  (Acft  Maint) 

A/2-94  Arty  (GS) 

1  Bn  83  Arty  (GSR) 

A/6-33  Arty  (GSR) 

B/6-33  Arty  (GSR) 

B/l-40  Arty  (GSR) 

Plt/D/l-44  Arty  (AWSP)  (GS) 
Sqc/g/29  Arty  (Searchlight)  (GS) 
Sec/G/65  Arty  (Quad  50)  (GS) 
2-138  Arty  (155  SP)  (GS) 

A  Btry  (Avn)  377th  Arty 

331  Trans  Det 

263  Trans  Det 

388  Trans  Det 

266  Fid  Arty  Det  (Radar) 

) 

Divis  ion  Support  Command 

1(HC  and  Band 
801  Maint  Rn  (-) 

67  Maint  Co  (DS) 

426  ii  3n  (-) 
fiCOP  (■•)  501  Sig  Bn 
326  Med  Bn  (-) 

5  Trans  Bn  (An ft  Maint) 


HHC  101  Airbomo  Division 
2-17  Air  Cav 

L  Co  75  Inf  (Ranger)  (Attached) 

332  Tran 8  Det 

333  Trans  Det 
507  Trans  Det 

326  Engr  Bn  (-) 

501  Sig  Bn  (-) 

101  HP  Co  (-) 

265  RRC  (-) 

10  Call  Pit 
20  Cnl  Pit 
22  Mil-  Hiftt  Det  * 

Det  16,  Sub  Unit  1,  1st  ANGIICO 
101  MI  Det  (-) 

4th  Det,  7  Psyop  Bn 
7  Pit,  29  CA  Co  (DS) 

101  Post  Exchange  Det 
27th  Engr  Bn  45th  Op  (GS) 

Operation  Location  6 

5th  Weather  Det 

Task  Force  3-506  (OgCOW  I  FFV  Phan  Thiot) 


D/2-320  Arty  (DS) 
4/A/326  Bigr 
3-506  MI  Det  (Prov) 
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UNC1.ASS1  KI liU 


Srcuiily  Classification 


DOCUMENT  CONTROL  DATA  •  R  &  D 

rlo*  alligation  ol  till*,  ho dy  at  atalracf  and  Indnalnd  annotation  muat  ha  anlarad  whan  Iha  onfall  tapoit  /•  rlatalllad) 


if  OniginatinQ  AC  TIViTv  ICorpaaata  authot)  w.mcponi  ikCUHil*  Cl.*  til  V  1C  *  nor 

un  rurcrnu  u.rU _ n  r  i/nm  CONFIDENTIAL 


HQ,  QACSFOR,  DA,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 


H.  a  noun 

4 


»■  HENOHT  TltUS 


Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  Hq,  101st  Airborne  Division 


4.  oticm'Tivt  NOTES  (Typ*  ol  vopoet  and  Inalualva  data*) 

Experiences  of  unit  engaged  In  counterinsurgency  operations,  1  Feb  69  to  30  Apr  69. 


t.  kUTHONISI  (Ural  noma,  mlddta  Initial.  Ia»t  nama) 

CG,  101st  Airborne  Division 


•  ■  »l«0«T  DATE 

22  May  1969 


DD  /r..1473 


TA.  TOTAL  NO.  OR  RA6II  76.  NO.  OR  RERI 

58 


M.  ORIGINATon  RErom  numberid 

692295 


w.  OTHER  REPORT  NOISI  (Any  nunUrt  Rial  Mr  b*  iiAt|w»d 

!#»<■  rt^arf) 


m.  supplement  ant  notes 

II.  iponsoring  militant  activity 

OACSFOR,  DA,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 

N/A  v 

a 
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